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Abstract:

When South Sudan gained independence from Sudan in 2011, it was easy to predict
that the path towards the construction of a legitimate and functioning state would have
been full of obstacles. Not only did South Sudan emerge from five decades of intermittent
war which left it with no economy, no infrastructure, and no ability to provide services to
its citizens, but also it declared independence without resolving a number of problematic
issues including, above all, the definition of borders and the sharing of oil resources with
its northern neighbour.

On December 15, 2013, South Sudanese President Salva Kiir Mayardit announced that
an attempted coup had been staged by his dismissed vice president Riek Machar and some
of his supporters. Right after this announcement, armed conflict broke out in the nation’s
capital Juba and rapidly spread to other Areas. South Sudan thus entered into a full-blown
confrontation, complicated by conflicts over power, wealth, and tribal divisions.

The recent outbreak of violence has demonstrated that the most dangerous threat to
stability and peace is internal. Whereas the path to a lasting peace will require addressing
not just the immediate challenges presented by the current conflict like insecurity and
human crisis, but those that existed long-before independence was achieved. These
include, corruption, political party reform, inter-communal violence, tensions over oil-
sharing revenues with Sudan. Which all still present real challenges for building state in
South Sudan.

Keywords: Building state, political party, Conflict, inter-communal violence.
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