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Abstract

This study is about «<New Media and Local Culture Globalization»,
An Ethnographic Approach made on a sample of Algerian youth using the
most important site of social media networks «Facebook» being the most
common and widespread site and witnessing an increasing popularity.

Through this study we are to deal with different behaviors, interactions
and differences occurring between Algerian youth using this site, while surfing
on their profiles, at the same time to try to unravel their habits, patterns of use,
satisfactions reached and latent motives behind this use and the relationship
between using “Facebook” and their local culture’s globalization, focusing on
this new aspects, and behaviors of this sample; and by linking them with the
habits ,traditions, values and beliefs contained within their culture and also by
focusing on the rate of their friction with western culture. Within the vast
amount of contents they are exposed to daily; which is barely censored and
which -these contents- are far from the Arab-Islamic culture and regulations
and the Algerian society culture for that matter. Here we refer to our major
guestion consisting in the followings:

What is the role of the New Media in globalising local cultures?
To enrich this topic; we asked the following questions:

1. What are the habits and patterns of Algerian youth using Facebook
network?

2. What are the satisfactions reached by the Algerian youth by using
Facebook and the latent motives behind this use

3. What is the relationship between the use of Facebook network and the
globalization of local culture? what are the aspects of this globalization on
the behavior of Algerian youth users?

Our study aims to monitor different habits and patterns of the use of
Facebook by Algerian youth and try to determine different level of
satisfactions reached by each and everyone of them, and the effects of
globalization on their local culture by identifying the aspects of this
globalization on their behaviors, in addition to try to obtain scientific and
practical results through monitoring different interactions, interpretations and
differences of users. To determine their gasp and also understanding of western
culture and their adoption of new behaviors foreign to their society and local
culture without neglecting the importance of showing the existing differences



between Algerian youth using Facebook and this with taking in consideration
the demographic changes.

To address this topic, we adopted the ethnographic approach considered as
the most appropriate one to enter this hypothetical world full of complexities,
where we have chosen two important methods in ethnographic approach,
which are «Direct observation» of several behaviors, interactions and
differences between users by experiencing them hypothetically while using
their Facebook accounts; as well as the «Meeting » where we adopted the « the
electronic meeting» which fits with the nature of study, whose sample consists
in the surfers in this hypothetical world, by asking a set of questions to each
member of the sample by using «Messenger » of their account .

Giving the breadth and the immensity of the research community (The
Algerian society), we used the Algerian youth as a sample of the study. Being
the most important segment of the society and by applying the intentional and
stratified sample, by selecting illustrating individuals from this society and here
it is worth noting that we chose 16 Algerian young man and women around the
country, with one condition «to be one of the Facebook network users» we
divided them in two proportional layers: (8) individuals of each category
(male/female), our study lasted from august 2016 till March 2017, by
experiencing daily and hypothetically each individual while using his personal
account through the in-depth observation of their behaviors during the use, to
describe, analyze, explain and interpret their different behaviors by revealing
the habits and patterns of use and the satisfactions reached and latent motives
behind the use of Facebook and the relationship between this use and the
globalization of their local culture .By highlighting their different and new
behaviors.

Our study led to a set of important results showing that the new media
generally and Facebook especially are the most important tools of
globalization, and Facebook plays an important role in spreading it globally
and this latter is characterized by positive aspects and negative ones as well,
whose degrees and intensity are defined by its way of use. The Arabic
countries generally and the Algerian society especially are facing big
challenges, among the massive flow of information, ideas and behaviors
through the new means around the world.

The use of Facebook by the Algerian youth contributed to a wide spread of
several behaviors and western values especially the European and the



American ones, considered as the «culture of development and urbanization»,
Many users were influenced by the western culture aspects, regarding «the way
of dress» , «the way of dealing and thinking » or « eating and beverages» (the
way of living generally).We reached this result by observing daily their
different publications ,video clips and photos (the new and old ones) which are
firstly published by them and then they interacted with, they contains a huge
number of symbols, behaviors and changes (wearing torn clothes, the way of
commenting, new hairstyles, following of fashion news and famous brands,
preferring materials by posting photos of the most beautiful cars and houses
and focusing on photos instead of texts, listening and learning western songs,
eating fast food (like pizza and hamburgers) and different soda, and the spread
of the idea of illegal immigration....etc) all of these behaviors are foreign to
our society and they are the embodiment of the spread of values of the western
culture globalization and a blind imitation of some western behaviors that they
face by using Facebook.
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