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Abstract :

The present investigation examines the media’s function of
influencing and directing the political event as a new function
of the media which has been observed frequently in the recent
coverage of global political crises by the traditional media and
new media.

In addition to the traditional functions of the media reported
in the literature such as informing, educating and intertaining
as proposed by Lasarsfeld and Katz in their study about what
public do with media ? , the media has an immence influence
on public. This study looks at what media do to the public ? It
seeks to shed light on the influencial relationship between the
media and the public particularly within the political landscape.
It addresses how the media not only has the power of
influencing and shaping public perceptions about political
issues but also directing the political event itself based on
objective observations about the role of the media and the new
media in  framing and directing political events during the

Arab popular uprisings.

The researcher attempts to shed light on this function of the
media through an analytical study of the contents provided by
Al Jazeera channel in covering the Arab popular uprisings, the
Tunisian uprising in particuler , using the technique of content
analysis. The study ends up with several important findings and

confirmed the hypothesis that the media directs the political
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event . It opens the doors for further in- depth research about
the effect of the media on social, cultural and political events.
Key words : Media, media’s functions, Al Jazeera Channel ,

directing political events, Arab popular uprisings.
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