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Abstract

This study aims to provide an in-depth understanding of the nature of civil society
in two East African countries, Kenya and Uganda, by analyzing its roles, the
challenges it faces, and its contributions across various social, economic, and
political fields. The study adopts a comparative approach to examine the roles of
civil society in Kenya and Uganda, weighing the opportunities achieved against

the constraints that prevent these organizations from attaining the desired
outcomes.

Despite similarities in challenges, restrictions, and obstacles, the capacity of civil
society to influence and contribute to public policies, support democracy, hold
authorities accountable, and impact other social, economic, and political domains
differ significantly between the two countries. This disparity raises questions
about the different factors that determine the effectiveness of civil society in each
context, the degree of its independence, its level of contribution across various
fields, and its ability to confront challenges such as corruption, weak governance,
and state-imposed restrictions.

Key words: Kenya, Uganda, civil society, challenges.
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