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Abstract:

This study examines the role of the security dimension in shaping Algerian foreign policy
toward the African continent, against the backdrop of contemporary security transformations
and non-traditional threats, and the resulting tension between commitment to the principles of
foreign policy and the requirements of national security protection. The study aims to analyze
the relationship between the security dimension and foreign policy, explore the mechanisms of
securitization in official discourse, examine the decision-making environment, and assess the
impact of emerging threats on Algeria's diplomatic orientations.

The study adopts a dual theoretical framework combining structural/neo-realism and the
securitization theory of the Copenhagen School, while Michael Brecher's foreign policy
decision-making model (inputs, processes, outputs) serves as a structural analytical tool
employed across the study's three chapters. The study covers the period from 2013 to 2025,
takes the state as its primary unit of analysis, and adopts the African level as a complementary

&



framework. Methodologically, the thesis employs the descriptive method, the systemic and
comparative methods, alongside discourse analysis, within a quasi-empirical study design,
allowing for an understanding of decision-making dynamics and the interactions between
domestic, regional, and international determinants.

The findings confirm the validity of the main hypothesis, namely that the security dimension
constitutes a key determinant in shaping Algerian foreign policy toward Africa. With respect
to the first sub-hypothesis, the findings show that Algeria adopted a multi-level approach that
accounts for geographic, political, security, and economic determinants. With respect to the
second sub-hypothesis, the study highlights the reframing of the military institution's role within
a broader security vision that combines defense, preventive diplomacy, and regional
cooperation, alongside Algeria's use of soft power tools. The third sub-hypothesis is confirmed
through the rise of securitization discourse in justifying security policy and reinforcing Algeria's
regional position, albeit with limited impact given the deteriorating security situation in the
Sahel region.

The study concludes that Algerian foreign policy in Africa has sought to strike a balance
between the enduring values of foreign policy and security imperatives; however, the
persistence of threats and the entanglement of external interventions limit prospects for
stability, making a comprehensive and cooperative security approach a necessary strategic
choice for strengthening regional security.

Keywords: Security Dimensions, Foreign Policy, Algeria, the African Continent.



“[...]JRespect for the truth comes close to being the basis for all morality. This is
profound thinking if you understand how unstable 'the truth' can be".
Frank Herbert.
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Foreign Affairs and Trade, 2023), 72.
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April 15, 2025, https://dub.sh/hfZWOMa.

213



A 4ad \gcae DS (e Jladll laysas Jilall ilall sy salay) joaaldl (e o JUaY) 138 g
1o lgid «ilpe dae digame b il Gudnil dad M 3 (i@ Gl Al Gadaa 8
t A il o (Slsiee SO ) I Gl uedy o (ale B)

1.2028-2025 / 20222019 / 2018-2016 / 2016-2013 / 2010-2004 o
202520225 2013-2010 pale op _ali 3 Gadadll e canhaii) 8 el GsS5 ellyg)
Ll Jled dalaidd Guacmial) goasial e cglall fae jihall alpa¥ Wia Slld (5iady (.ot
ile 2358 Yy g3l o aaiall 13gz Blan ASY) Al Bal QIS (ageadll 138 & 5LEY) g
slgil sh QAEY) saley maA) (e sine (6 i ¥ PSC JsSsisn 0sS) <l of ol
laml  dexdiuall juladl e PSC JsSsign (10 (2)5 Balall dple (ot Lo s caila ) o(4is
tdads lly ¢eliac¥)

(i) 8 ey ald) diliay 330 B dealesdll e

(s Al Gusivall e WD) el o) pimg ccleliill a3 AS)La) o

¢4 )lally daaaldy) Clelpll Ja cihjabie 8 Adgiuadl g3 Ao 5)aallg i) o

‘UAIAJ\ éjM | ji/j ?M\ éjd.u.a ‘.-FA laaliddl o

(O] Gstag Ol 5aluss cgysineal] oSall alisl

2 oY) alany) olas AW LlEN L BN
S5 b Dl YNy dadpall Joal) aplla 3 Lleas (531 Y1 coplaa I8 i) igis L sag
lealiilly @) GaYly alud) dvia 8 ileaablual goasll cpadaall ol et Sgial aga 50
il sangg o laal) Jaall olad s lial
Wl Guleghs G355 2025 elaetl el Y a¥ls aldl el el 4y (uSes cllee
JSa (el SRS e 5SH pe ¢ i) eVl alad) 8 25BN dladl e e
DAY dslaia e dudahenl] asdl) 45K 5 Salaiuly ((APSA) (a¥ls aldl JSlay (AGA)LS sl
AlA dene patadl Abiy *saall asla DA ihall Leals ) clalls L clelill e Dl <l
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2 Ibid, 73.
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2 Algiers Memorandum on Good Practices on Preventing and Denying the Benefits of
Kidnapping for Ransom by Terrorists (Global Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF),
https://dub.sh/y2GCTOJ.

* For more details, see: https://youtu.be/qEk3hPygXXI.
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! Zoubir, “Algeria’s Roles in the OAU/African Union.”, 65.

2 Meetings Coverage and Press Releases and Security Council, “Security Council Adopts
Resolution 2133 (2014), Calling upon States to Keep Ransom Payments, Political Concessions
from Benefiting Terrorist,” United Nation, January 27, 2014, https://dub.sh/m4E9dR].
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