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2- Dario Batistilla, op cit,p141.
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Press, 1995, p6.
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(Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1999), p135.
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(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1992), p180.
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2010), p145.
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Thesis Abstract

This thesis aims to analyze the impact of the historical and
philosophical foundations of American strategic thinking (exceptionalism,
pragmatism, and messianism) on shaping Washington's perspective toward
the principle of international legitimacy. Furthermore, the study seeks to
deconstruct the practical mechanisms employed by the United States to
bypass or undermine this legitimacy in service of its hegemony. The study
concludes that the American commitment to international law is a
functional and selective one, entirely subordinated to the national interest.
The findings demonstrate that Washington resorts to inventing "alternative
legitimacies" (both moral and functional) to justify its unilateral policies,
such as humanitarian interventions and preemptive wars. Ultimately, the
thesis deduces that this instrumentalization dismantles the collective
security system and accelerates the erosion of American hegemony in favor
of a multipolar international order.

Keywords: International legitimacy, American strategic thinking,
American hegemony, pragmatism, exceptionalism




