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Abstract:

This study focused on the relationship between food dependency and social stability in the
Maghreb countries« with particular emphasis on the case of Algeria. It combined a range of methods to
address the research problem: the descriptive method was used to describe the phenomenon of food
dependency: identify its variables< and understand the causal relationship between it and developmental
policies and social stability« along with tracing the evolution of the relationship between food security
and social stability through a review of documents and legislation and by examining major food crises
(such as the crisis of the late 1980s and the oil and sugar crisis of 2011). The statistical method was also
employed to analyze the figures relating to the food gap and to verify the hypotheses quantitatively« in
addition to the case study method: through which the Algerian model was chosen as a representative
case for the Maghreb countries« with the aim of arriving at findings that could be generalized across the
region.

The study found that the Algerian economy is characterized by structural weakness and a high
susceptibility to external shocks« owing to its narrow production base and the fact that more than 70%
of its foreign trade is tied to hydrocarbons< which makes the financing of food imports hostage to
fluctuations in global oil prices. It also confirmed the hypothesis that the problem of food dependency
in Algeria and the Maghreb countries has yet to be resolved« owing to the absence of genuine production
institutions capable of achieving self-sufficiency« while establishing that reliance on domestic national
capacities remains the most suitable option for consolidating food security. The findings further showed
that successive government policies have not led to genuine food security despite the funds allocated to
them« that water security constitutes a fundamental pillar under threat from the arid climate and scarcity
of resources« and that the path toward Maghreb food integration has remained hostage to political
fluctuations and the absence of a unified strategic vision among the countries of the region.

Keywords: food dependency: social stability« food security« Algeria< the Maghreb.
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