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! Clare Vecino Prieto, "Crisis diplomacy in The European Union: Managing Conflict and Mediation
Efforts: The Bosnian War, stand Up for Europe". available from: https://url-shortener.me/6Y Q8
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2 Ibid.
3 Australia, Pacific & Asia Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding Network, “Australian International
Development Policy Review Submission,” Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade DFAT,
(Novembre 2022). available from: https://url-shortener.me/6XPP
retrieved (29 July 2025)
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5 Clare Vecino Prieto, op. cit.
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Abstract :

This study examines the problematic efticacy of regional organizations'
strategies -specifically the European Union (EU)- in operationalizing
peacebuilding arrangements within post-conflict states during the post-Cold
War era. The research aims to demonstrate that the role of regional
organizations in peacebuilding remains contingent upon their capacity to
adapt to local contexts, bridge internal coordination gaps, and navigate
geopolitical challenges, notwithstanding their adoption of comprehensive,
multidimensional approaches. To achieve this objective, the study employs
content analysis and a case-study methodology to interrogate the EU’s
peacebuilding approach and delineate its primary strategies in post-conflict
settings across diverse regions, including Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo,
Cambodia, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The study yields

several key findings, most notably that the European Union has successfully
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asserted itself as a potent "normative power" in global peace architecture by

integrating foreign policy, security, and development instruments. However,
the results reveal an "executive gap" between normative discourse and field
practices; the European model tends to entrench "liberal peace," prioritizing
formal institutional building and the rule of law at the expense of local
ownership and social cohesion, which has occasionally resulted in "fragile
peace" scenarios. Furthermore, the study highlights domestic and international
challenges that constrain the efficacy of this role, encompassing the complexity
of conflict environments, coordination deficits among EU institutions, and
international competition with major powers such as China and Russia. The
study concludes that the prospects for the EU's future role in peacebuilding
depend on developing more flexible and sustainable models that engage local

actors and respect the specificities of states emerging from conflict.

Keywords: R egional Organizations, Peacebuilding, Post-Conflict Situation,

European Union.



