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Abstract

Abstract

This study examines the media coverage of the Syrian crisis through the
programs "Behind the News" on Al Jazeera, and "Ask More" on Russia
Today (RT). The central research problem revolves around the nature of
the media coverage provided by both networks, the similarities and
differences in their reporting on the crisis's developments, and the extent to
which each network's adopted media policy and ideological orientations
influence the nature of their coverage during the period (from January 1,
2017, to December 31, 2017.)

The researcher employed a stratified sampling method, subsequently
selecting 12 episodes from each network's program via proportional
allocation. Methodologically, the study adopted the descriptive-analytical
approach, the survey method, and the comparative approach, utilizing
content analysis as the primary tool to address the research problem,
grounded in Media Framing Theory.

The study generatedseveral key findings, most notably that the media
coverage of the Syrian crisis by both networks was characterized by sharp
polarization and a stark divide between supportive and opposing stances.
This was driven by each network's editorial policy, its agenda, and the
official positions of their respective home countries regarding the Syrian
crisis, its developments, and its key actors. Furthermore, the quantitative
and qualitative analysis revealed that the two networks utilized divergent
referential and news frames in their coverage of the crisis. The employment
of these frames was subject to the predefined objectives of each network
and the underlying political agendas of their respective owners: Qatar and
Russia. This, in turn, reflected a divergence in media substance and
content, with each network privileging the narrative that supported its own
political stance and editorial line. Ultimately, this confirms that the "battle
of agendas" was the primary driver steering the coverage of both networks,
given the complexity, interconnectedness, and multiplicity of actors and
stakeholders involved in the Syrian crisis.
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