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Abustract

This study examines US foreign policy toward the Palestinian issue during the
presidency of Donald Trump (2017-2021), attempting to understand the profound
shifts in the American position and the extent of its departure from the traditional
diplomatic approach that characterized previous administrations. The study is based
on the premise that the interaction of structural factors within the American political
system with President Trump's personal characteristics produced a new foreign
policy pattern characterized by directness, assertiveness, and absolute bias toward
Israel, which has had a radical impact on the future of the Palestinian issue.

The study also explores the intellectual and ideological foundations that shaped the
framework for American decision-making under Trump, analyzing the doctrinal
foundations of neoconservatism and the evangelical right, and the role of these
currents in shaping Trump's vision of the Arab-Israeli conflict. The study also
examines the impact of populist rhetoric and nationalist approaches on shaping
American policy, and how literature has contributed to explaining the behavior of
the US administration toward foreign issues, including the Palestinian issue.

This was accomplished through tracing the historical constants that have governed
the American position since the establishment of the State of Israel, and the military,
political, and economic support that Washington has provided to it. The study also
examined the stages in which previous US administrations attempted to play the role
of mediator in the peace process, the limitations of these attempts, and their implicit
bias toward Israel.

The US administration has taken practical steps such as recognizing Jerusalem as
the capital of Israel, moving the US embassy there, halting funding to UNRWA, and
closing the PLO office in Washington. The study further explored the "Deal of the
Century" as the culmination of American political transformation, analyzing its
objectives, implications, and repercussions on the Palestinian reality, as well as the
positions of local, regional, and international actors regarding it.

The interviews revealed that the president's personal characteristics, particularly his
propensity for boasting and populism and his lack of traditional diplomatic
commitment, played a fundamental role in shaping his administration's positions on
the Palestinian issue. The results also showed that the influence of the Israeli lobby
and the evangelical right outweighed that of public opinion and legislative
institutions. This led to more extreme and pro-Israel policies.

Keywords: Foreign policy, Palestinian issue, President Trump, change, continuity.
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2017, https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/12/06/why—trumps—jerusalem—-move-was—so—-dangerous/.
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1Sarah Posner, “How Trump’s Evangelical Support Explains His Jerusalem Move,” The Washington
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2 Goldberg, Jeffrey. "Trump’s Middle East Doctrine." The Atlantic, March 25, 2019.
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1 Jeremy Sharon, “Trump Evangelical Allies Applaud U.S. Recognition of Israeli Sovereignty over Golan
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