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Abstract ;

This study analyzes labor market characteristics and integration
prospects in Arab countries amid current economic and social
transformations. It examines key indicators unemployment
employment dual labor markets wage policies and social security
and pension systems across three regional groups: Gulf
Cooperation Council states the Arab Mashreq and North Africa.
The study adopts a descriptive—analytical comparative
methodology and employs multiple quantitative tools: The
Herfindahl-Hirschman Index (HHI) to measure the degree of
labor concentration across economic sectors; the Structural
Similarity Index (SSI) to assess the extent of convergence
between Arab labor market structures; Covariance Analysis to
examine the relationship between unemployment economic
growth and population growth. It also applies simple linear
regression to study the impact of financial remittances from

Egyptian labor in Gulf states on unemployment rates in Egypt.



The study highlights the legal and institutional framework
supporting the integration of Arab labor markets through bilateral
and collective agreements regulating Ilabor mobility and
harmonizing social legislation. It focuses particularly on the Gulf
model as a critical experience in regional integration given its
relative openness to labor mobility and legislative convergence.
It further examines Egyptian—Gulf labor and remittance flows as
a practical model of Egyptian—Gulf integration revealing the
practical interconnection between supply and demand within the
Arab region.

Findings reveal stark disparities among Arab countries in
unemployment rates wages and social protection alongside weak
coordination between national employment and social insurance
policies. The results also show that achieving genuine integration
of Arab labor markets requires deep legislative and institutional
reforms the establishment of permanent mechanisms for data
exchange the harmonization of training programs and the

guarantee of free movement of Arab labor.



Keywords: Unemployment Employment Dual Labor Markets

Migrant Labor Informal Sector.
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! Grangeas Geneviéve, and Jean-Marie , Economies de I’emploi, Paris: Presses Universités de
France (PUF), 1993, p 87.
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'Pissarides, C. A, Equilibrium in the labour market with search frictions (Prize Lecture), The

Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel 2010, from
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes sciences/2010/pissarides/lecture,Retrieved:5/4/2024.
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! Paul R. Krugman, Maurice Obstfel, Marc J. Melitz ;International economics: Theory and policy
,12ed,GCTU  Repository«2022,Retrieved from http :repository.gctu.edu. gh /items/ show /1643 «
Accessed 19/5/2025.
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1 Nordic Council of Ministers, Nordic Work Mobility and Labour Market for Professional
Scientists, available at: https://www.norden.org, accessed 5 April 2025.
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1 Trésor-Eco, n° 241, Les marchés du travail des pays nordiques, 02 juillet 2019.

2 Menghi, Jérbme, La libre circulation des Européens : état des licux d’un droit fantasme.
Rapport, Martina, 2016, P 112.

3 Nordic Council,Helsinki Treaty on Nordic Cooperation: Treaty of Cooperation between
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden, signed 23 March 1962.
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1 Nordic Council of Ministers, Convention between Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and
Sweden on the Working Environment , adopted 1989.
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! Agreement between Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden for the Avoidance of Double
Taxation with respect to Taxes on Income and Capital (Nordic Tax Treaty), signed 1996.
2 Nordic Council of Ministers, OP cit.
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Grady, Patrick, and Costa Kapsalis,L approche adoptée par les pays nordiques a I’endroit de I’emploi
saisonnier : Comparaison avec le Canada, Direction générale de la recherche appliquée, Politique
stratégique, Développement des ressources humaines Canada, Septembre 2002, P 28.

2 Nordic Council of Ministers, Joint Declaration on Fair Competition and Fair Working
Conditions  (Copenhagen: Nordic Council of Ministers, 2018), available at:
https://www.norden.org/en/declaration/joint-nordic-declaration-fair-competition-and-fair-
working-conditions, accessed :3/4/2024.

% Nordic Council, Recommendations on Professional Qualifications (Copenhagen: Nordic
Council, 2016), available at: https://www.norden.org/sites/default/files/session_documents,
accessed: 4/5/2024.

14


https://www.norden.org/en/declaration/joint-nordic-declaration-fair-competition-and-fair-working-conditions
https://www.norden.org/en/declaration/joint-nordic-declaration-fair-competition-and-fair-working-conditions
https://www.norden.org/sites/default/files/session_documents,

2023-2010 dpd) Jandl Blaud LN adislly @bl JUay) :JgY) Juadl

Glaugall a0 g5l 138 Jsliy 1 Jaad) Jlaa (B Al cld¥y clumugall : AGY g Al
s Alaladl ll Jas Aa Bty Jladl) Joay Jandl Gom cilialin Banti A A8 i) LY,
:‘ém\s

¢S idial)l Clolua) 4 lua 268 Ulal) sl dusbd) L)) s 1 Jladd) £y Gulaa Yl
iy Jandl ihlys C Grsiilly dilead) Lliadl) daglie oy « L8V 25 Je by oy
clall slail s jide

Laadly JAEN Jagads A 939 ( Info Norden ), gl dale: Lils

A aly A8 Cilastea g cJlemill Jsn (b Jleall Ji dpa sl Apulod 408y 3190 o
ai e dgaganl) sl ) o Jaaiy A Laial) Cilisalilly cihally Jaally 4a8Y) Jsa
Slusall gai agaall yyulall Jleall 4nsis cdigall cMasally CalieY) ey diglee Culals))
el Jeall Gom Spa3l Agysae dpie 4l Ledany Lo cdaial

) lial) Aaglieg asfic Apl 3 g Ay L s 1(2014) 208N A Gulaa ¢ WG
LS clgie dpsn Ll adyy SO Sl aany (el Jgo (8 Janlly AS5all dya (n e
Oloagi pdys dglee Jola alaY dgilagll Gleall(Info Norden )a)s sl daie pe Gty

bl Jeadl (Ggm JalS5 aeal Jladdl o)) 55 Galaal 3315385 Gl

1 Nordic Council of Ministers, Info Norden, web platform, available at: https ://www .norden
.org /en/info-norden, accessed 19/5/2024.
2Freedom of Movement Council, About the Freedom of Movement Council, Nordic Council of
Ministers, available at: https://www.norden.org/en/information/nordic-council-ministers-work-
freedom-movement, accessed 4/5/2024.
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! Nordic Convention on Social Security, Nordic Convention on social security (with
administrative agreement ) (Bergen, 12 June 2012), UNTS No. 55071,2012, p 1.
2 |bid, pp 96-97.
3 1bid, p112.
4 1bid, p 92.
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! Lindellee, Jayeon, "Transformation of the Ghent System in Sweden: Silent Institutionalization
of Complementary Unemployment Benefits,” Nordic Journal of Working Life Studies
.2018,p1.
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2 Nordic Council of Ministers, Nordic Declaration on Recognition of Qualifications Concerning
Higher  Education The Reykjavik Declaration from:https://www .norden.org

/en/declaration/nordic-declaration-recognition-qualifications-concerning-higher-education-
reykjavik. Retrieved:2/4/2025.
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Nordic Council of Ministers <Nordic Border Database: Labour Market
Barriers and Freedom of Movement, from : www.norden.org/en/border-
database, Retrieved:2/4/2025.
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Nordic Border Database: Labour <Nordic Council of Ministers : juaall

Market Barriers and Freedom of Movement from :
www.norden.org/en/border-database, retrieved 3/5/2025

19



https://www.norden.org/en/border-database

2023-2010 dpd) Jandl Blaud LN adislly @bl JUay) :JgY) Juadl

Gun ¢ rgps¥) Jledll Jso e dsd) ) 523050 agll aas 8 Unsale Bslis Jpaal) el
Gl Galeal ae 28l 3 cdsall AL e puld 3l DlEaal sda zg il s
Dlaiall calsils (Sl a5 2011 ale 258 (5299 ) 4353 ) 1994 .le 13,4 884 (e
e Jailonly ailié s i cligin 38 14005 500 ¢ Congli L U gie cilians e
ol e Laa il Jlgha i) e 1253 1505 650 jslaii ol dcaddia il

ALY Jsal) G sl Jaad) Gy dndla

f b Lo S Jalsall (he Ao sane I ASLGSSAYT Jsall 8 Alalall ol QU1 3 gnss

Al (3 eV n e b J20 lisie pe Al o Aatiieg 3y il Giaske
ale Jledll Jg oy Alle 2l 4S5 8 (gl A8MY) Gadai ez 3saill 138 2eLus

¢ ALY agaill jyskiy Jead) Gl dng 8 gl 550 ae craala ills (1954
(o) DS e ST A Gl Jandi 3yagllé Acad Slls Al gal) sl S8 -

cJerdl Bams b a s agES i Bl JE) ) eluall e ST Qe Jeas

Jaally Hsal) 8 sl el Cus cyagll cilaaaa b aal Al @Y1 il U i -
Siayg ¢ ysad) o eV paidy Wy Alladl ) JUE) 8 Lol 150 yguadls Jailid (g2 8l
Saall s Gy analy 8 gl Lo gu 40al ) cpllaledl i Al AlUad) cliley

o Al Jaa e i Sale Sin 5,618 Jaall ajd ana o) LS .o alall aly
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! African Development Bank,Libya Economic Outlook, Abidjan,2025,Available at:
www.afdb.org/en/countries/north-africa/libya/libya-economic accessed 25/5/202.4.
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! International Labour Organization, Women and Men in the Informal Economy: A Statistical
Picture (Third Edition), Geneva,2018,P19.

2 Ross, Michael, The Oil Curse: How Petroleum Wealth Shapes the Development of Nations.
Princeton: Princeton University Press,2012,P45.

3 International Monetary Fund, Regional Economic Outlook: Middle East and Central Asia,
Washington, 2022,P10.
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International Monetary Fund,Algeria: 2023 Article IV Consultation

Country Report No. 24/88, Washington, March 2024 ,p37.
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Report; and Statement by the Executive Director for Lebanon. Country Report No.
2023/237,Washington, 2023 ,p7.
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26,89 26,92
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15,78 15,88
13,71 13.57
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0,92
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19,29
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2,00
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9,11

31,24
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6,66
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54,89
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60,47
71,10
73,23
72,13
61,30
36,51
43,62
67,93
60,18
45,78
69,46
36,77
50,75
21,99
51,80
48,44
54,99

2008 2009
71,35 70,06
64,23 64,32
9335 9343
55,90 56,79
45,40 46,29
60,66 61,40
71,37 71,87
72,35 73,00
72,21 72,21
61,60 62,51
36,89 37,40
44,30 45,02
65,20 62,14
63,55 64,08
38,85 39,98
69,60 69,84
37,69 38,77
51,05 51,38
22,41 23,02
52,59 51,48
48,45 49,20
55,55 56,30

2010
69,75
63,19
93,43
57,60
46,34
61,21
72,43
73,19
72,54
62,82
37,79
45,61
57,96
63,51
42,18
69,95
39,36
51,71
23,40
51,59
48,63
56,86
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2011
69,66
63,86
93,40
58,37
47,19
61,51
72,99
73,09
72,76
64,25
38,36
46,14
57,80
62,06
44,54
69,90
40,06
52,10
23,64
55,33
49,91
57,17

2012
69,33
64,06
93,40
58,75
48,07
61,35
73,53
72,80
72,93
63,89
39,40
46,92
57,10
61,82
46,87
70,02
40,83
52,42
24,61
58,20
49,79
57,01

2013
68,68
63,98
93,38
59,10
47,93
61,45
74,08
72,69
73,14
64,98
40,06
47,55
57,09
61,38
46,90
70,11
41,53
52,89
25,02
60,24
51,25
56,53

2014 2015

67,83
63,74
93,29
59,28
48,05
61,99
74,71
72,70
73,58
66,19
40,80
48,38
57,22
61,58
45,92
70,18
42,18
53,44
25,58
61,21
51,59
56,28

66,45
63,77
93,20
59,91
49,10
62,70
75,40
72,84
74,04
66,90
41,45
49,09
57,31
62,61
44,63
70,30
42,83
54,10
26,05
61,31
52,14
57,41




2016
65,59
63,64
93,11
60,08
48,92
62,69
76,03
72,77
74,32
67,40
42,40
49,61
53,97
62,41
44,23
69,76
43,70
54,59
26,23
61,83
51,88
58,05

2017 2018

64,88
63,60
93,04
58,86
48,38
63,01
76,48
72,66
74,72
66,91
42,97
50,25
51,93
62,43
44,25
69,75
44,37
55,24
26,27
61,94
51,90
58,54

63,94
63,76
93,00
59,27
51,46
63,46
76,60
12,17
75,23
66,89
43,64
51,15
49,41
62,37
47,88
71,29
44,99
55,60
26,32
62,37
51,78
59,15

2019
68,91
63,94
92,92
59,63
50,24
63,42
78,21
73,02
75,90
67,49
44,34
51,83
50,58
63,59
51,39
72,28
45,55
56,01
26,53
62,97
51,69
59,68

2020
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51,12
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79,12
73,05
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67,63
44,55
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73,93
45,36
55,59
26,35
62,41
52,29
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2021 2022
68,91 69,29
64,02 64,24
9285 92,94
59,25 59,12
52,36 52,42
64,84 63,84
7831 78,37
72,71 72,85
7568 76,02
67,53 67,96
4491 46,61
51,52 52,18
51,80 53,76
61,48 61,17
57,77 58,55
77,80 80,23
45,39 46,24
55,36 55,91
26,32 26,77
62,32 62,80
52,82 54,40
59,24 59,83

2023
69,0:
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92,8¢
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52,7(
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78,41
73,1
76,2
68,1
46,2
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53,8¢
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42,006
14,502

24,75
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15,202

47,26
22,887

35
27,408
28,597
26,472
15,595
50,371
17,739
26,438
21,462
73,062
14,883
26,684
13,022

2009

41,645

42,98
14,868
23,332
12,803
14,758
47,489
23,553
35,417
27,715
28,525
26,812
15,307
50,156
17,464
26,125
21,441
73,171
14,377
27,062
12,112

214

42,716
44,046
15,269
24,394
12,727
15,459
47,921
24,234
35,825
27,346
28,466
27,224
15,231
49,997
17,113
27,087
21,453
73,255
13,895
27,067
11,258

2010

43,792
45,078

15,44
24,638
12,649
15,327
48,549
24,929
36,216
26,985
28,409
27,709
14,692
51,634
18,378
28,077
21,475
73,398
13,659
26,996
10,455

2011

44,865
44,1
15,685
24,038
12,571
15,298
49,464
25,64
36,309
26,57
28,354
28,293
16,326
53,273
19,758
29,09
21,557
73,533
15,721
27,087
9,196




2019

55,54
44,756
15,995
17,001
12,001
14,546
51,522
33,015
36,578
23,492
27,186
31,651
19,472
60,329
25,306
18,919
21,879

73,21
14,431
31,664

5,269

2020

59,456
43,537
14,988
15,706
11,492
15,952
48,392
30,605
36,014
22,279

26,91
30,228
17,445
60,825
30,437
17,373
21,675
72,514
14,278
30,524

5,227

2021

51,702
43,669
15,207
16,783
11,539

14,89
49,398
31,328
36,357
22,288
27,086
30,834
18,638
62,049
35,516
15,948
21,715
72,899
14,279
30,968

5,224

2022
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54,431
44,898
15,519
16,384
11,627
14,856
52,113
31,297
35,991
21,163
27,154
32,165
20,129
65,179
35,413
14,594
21,729
72,935
14,388
31,178

5171

2023

54,893
45,451
15,606
16,486
11,494
14,978
51,176
31,407
35,778
21,377
27,098
32,151

65,003
35,444

21,728
72,899
14,36
30,516
5,132

2024

55,564
45,437
15,489
16,259
11,413
14,971
50,965

35,496
21,243
27,028
32,171

65,114
35,8

21,735
14,249

30,515
5,098



2012

45,944
44,389
15,939
24,007
12,493
14,713
50,276
26,368
36,296
25,728
28,297
28,943
16,877
53,839
20,567
27,808
21,643

73,56
14,237
28,049

8,093

2013

47,035
44,584
16,206
24,556
13,42
13,721
50,755
27,116
36,448
26,15
28,1
29,626
16,584
54,283
20,629
26,466
21,672
73,592
13,802
28,016
7,127

2014

48,127
44,774
16,483
24,845
14,401
12,985
51,097
27,884
36,542
26,265
27,867
30,376
17,302
55,568
21,078

25,14
21,694
73,448
13,569
28,353

6,282

2015

49,211
45,058
16,523
24,439
14,873
14,366
51,317
28,787
36,582
25,879
27,634

31,14
18,935
57,007
22,458
23,873
21,722
73,277
13,501

28,76

5,438

216

2016

50,283
45,246
16,293
24,652
15,362
15,917
51,319
29,832
36,606
24,754
27,402
31,846
18,414
57,886
23,745
22,591
21,752
73,104

13,62
29,467

5,378

2017

52,012
45,233
16,195
23,754
11,866

17,59

51,52

30,89
36,614

23,92
27,172
32,031
18,675
58,743
20,612
21,369
21,793
72,843

13,82
29,424

5,328

2018

52,533
45,122
16,094
19,728

11,92
15,543
51,469
31,951
36,603
23,707
27,174
31,904
18,656
59,585
22,701
20,172
21,839
72,897
14,093
30,535

5,297



06 &, Gl

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

45,944 47,035 48,127 49,211 50,283 52,012 52,533
44,389 44,584 44,774 45,058 45,246 45,233 45,122
15,939 16,206 16,483 16,523 16,293 16,195 16,094
24,007 24,556 24,845 24,439 24,652 23,754 19,728
12,493 13,42 14,401 14,873 15,362 11,866 11,92
14,713 13,721 12,985 14,366 15,917 17,59 15,543
50,276 50,755 51,097 51,317 51,319 51,52 51,469
26,368 27,116 27,884 28,787 29,832 30,89 31,951
36,296 36,448 36,542 36,582 36,606 36,614 36,603
25,728 26,15 26,265 25,879 24,754 23,92 23,707
28,297 28,1 27,867 27,634 27,402 27,172 27,174
28,943 29,626 30,376 31,14 31,846 32,031 31,904
16,877 16,584 17,302 18,935 18,414 18,675 18,656
53,839 54,283 55,568 57,007 57,886 58,743 59,585
20,567 20,629 21,078 22,458 23,745 20,612 22,701
27,808 26,466 25,14 23,873 22,591 21,369 20,172
21,643 21,672 21,694 21,722 21,752 21,793 21,839

73,56 73,592 73,448 73,277 73,104 72,843 72,897
14,237 13,802 13,569 13,501 13,62 13,82 14,093
28,049 28,016 28,353 28,76 29,467 29,424 30,535

8,093 7,127 6,282 5,438 5,378 5,328 5,297
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3 @l

Y Janll 333 4S)Lius 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
botnzall Ayl SllaY! 40,58 41,645 42,716 43,792 44,865
e 42,006 42,98 44,046 45,078 44,1
sl 14,502 14,868 15,269 15,44 15,685
il i R 24,75 23,332 24,394 24,638 24,038
Gl 12,871 12,803 12,727 12,649 12,571
a3 15,202 14,758 15,459 15,327 15,298
R 47,26 47,489 47,921 48,549 49,464
KW 22,887 23,553 24,234 24,929 25,64
L 35 35,417 35,825 36,216 36,309
Gyiall 27,408 27,715 27,346 26,985 26,57
Lilisyge 28,597 28,525 28,466 28,409 28,354
Olas 26,472 26,812 27,224 27,709 28,293
33 $llaby il il 15,595 15,307 15,231 14,692 16,326
kb 50,371 50,156 49,997 51,634 53,273
L3 gall dusyall ASLandl 17,739 17,464 17,113 18,378 19,758
Oagad 26,438 26,125 27,087 28,077 29,09
Jlogaal 21,462 21,441 21,453 21,475 21,557
Sagaall ogis 73,062 73,171 73,255 73,398 73,533
Qi Asyall A pganel 14,883 14,377 13,895 13,659 15,721
R 26,684 27,062 27,067 26,996 27,087
il i) ggan 13,022 12,112 11,258 10,455 9,196
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2 @=dadl

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

42,9756003 42,4400128 42,0186349 42,0896176 42,0951506 41,6092289 41,7032968
74,528 74,908 75,283 75,714 76,136 76,612 77,166
70,934 70,327 70,727 70,704 70,357 70,532 71,117
41,388 41,703 42,016 42,337 42,635 43,469 443
24,609 24526 24,466 24,368 24,245 24,148 24,032
39,174 39,006 38,38 38,663 38,255 37,696 38,008
45,045 43,004 42,385 42,065 41,811 40,846 40,825
37,866 37,764 37,723 38,094 38,384 38,373 38,481
34,563 33,969 33,364 32,425 32,068 32,735 32,988
67,449 68,27 69,146 69,566 69,762 70,733 71,133
41,731 41,897 42,052 42,233 42,478 42,674 42,863
39,409 39,492 39,799 39,79 39,874 39,704 39,765
45,1 44,78 44,058 43,851 43,398 42,979 42,221
39,529 39,393 39,255 38,783 38,298 37,824 37,312
57,319 60,257 63,572 65,331 66,202 67,003 67,914
31,431 34,084 33,676 33,485 33,473 33,852 33,291
86,169 85,971 85,856 36,054 86,574 87,125 87,344
48,572 50,291 52,28 53,951 54,976 56,403 57,286
41,352 40,278 39,744 39,212 38,679 38,214 37,58
64,485 64,234 63,979 64,089 64,333 64,573 64,391
39,024 39,656 33,79 32,302 32,013 32,133 32,339
41,237 38,899 39,744 40,163 40,825 40,296 40,296
34,643 33,743 33,065 32,428 31,993 26,328 26,345
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