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Abstract:

This study aims to find out the role of digital platforms for streaming on-demand content
(Disney+ & iQIYI) in managing the soft geopolitical conflict between China and the United
States of America, in view of the escalation of the conflict between these two world powers in
the framework of the so-called soft war, where these platforms have become effective tools to
embody the soft power strategy through the production and distribution of content loaded with
symbols and signs reflecting specific political and cultural interests and visions.

To achieve the purpose of the study, a selected sample of Chinese and American films was
semiologically analyzed, represented by the **Hua Mulan” film produced and broadcast by
the Chinese platform iQIYI in 2020 and the “Mulan” film produced by Disney USA and
broadcast by the Disney + platform in 2020, where the researcher was based on a theoretical
background : The critical geopolitics of media approach and the cultural imperialism approach,



the ideas of the Frankfurt School of critical theory, as well as the approach of soft power to
provide a critical analysis of the use of cultural industries to manage conflicts, This was done
using film analysis tools as a means of data collection, i.e. breaking down the two films into
symbols and clues, We then analysed and interpreted them according to the semiological
analysis methodology (Roland Barthes' approach) in conjunction with the textual analysis
methodology for films, in order to understand the strategies employed by both China and the
United States of America through the content of these two platforms to manage the geopolitical
conflict between them.

The study reached a key conclusion that digital platforms for streaming on-demand (VOD)
have become new arenas for symbolic and cultural conflict, where global collective awareness
about actors and conflicts on the world stage is shaped. Where both Disney+ and iQIY1 played
a pivotal role in shaping narratives and representations related to the soft geopolitical conflict
between China and the United States. The narrative of the Disney+ film was offensive,
portraying representations that distort the image of the Chinese model (the other) and
presenting positive representations of the values of the American model (the self). While the
narrative of the iQIYI film was defensive, carrying positive representations of the Chinese
model (the self) aimed at strengthening national identity and correcting the false narrative of
the popular myth of Mulan. However, the narratives of both films agreed on portraying the
world as an arena of conflicts and wars where the strongest wins. This confirms that cultural
industries are not merely realms of entertainment and wealth accumulation, but function as
instruments of cultural imperialism and instruments of soft power, strategically mobilised by
global oligarchic forces to dominate societies and safeguard their interests worldwide.

Key words: Cultural Industries, Digital platforms for streaming on-demand, Soft War,
Geopolitics of media
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