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Introduction

The course Introduction to Political Science is one of the main subjects in the
program of political science students. It serves as an essential gateway for
understanding political phenomena and their main elements. It also helps students
to gain basic knowledge of the concepts and theoretical foundations on which

political science is built.

At our university, the course Introduction to Political Science is delivered over
two integrated semesters in accordance with the official program of the Political
Science Department. The first semester covers topics such as the definition of
political science, its relation with other sciences, the main topics and subjects of
political science, as well as its research methodologies. The second semester
focuses on other basic concepts, such as the political system, formal and informal
actors in the political system, political parties, pressure groups, and public
opinion. It also deals with concepts like civil society, political socialization,

political participation, electoral systems, and international relations.

This pedagogical booklet provides a clear, simple, and organized explanation of
the second semester topics. It begins with the first unit: the concept of the
political system, its characteristics, and its classifications. The second unit
explores political parties, tracing their emergence, objectives, instruments, and
types. Units three , four ,and five respectively examine pressure groups, public
opinion, and civil society, with a focus on their importance, types, and
characteristics. The sixth wunit discusses political development, political
socialization, political culture, and political participation as fundamental pillars in
the construction of the political community. The seventh unit is devoted to
electoral systems, their importance, characteristics, types, and also the role of

electoral administration in the electoral process. Finally, the eighth unit

8



introduces international relations, examining the origins and evolution of the
discipline as an independent field of study , along with the major actors in

international system.
The objectives of This second part of the booklet are :

o To help students understand the main principles and foundations of political
science and international relations.

« To distinguish between the basic political concepts in political science and
international relations.

« To develop analytical skills to better understand political and international
phenomena.

o To prepare students academically and methodologically to study political

science as an independent but interconnected field with the social sciences.
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