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PREFACE 

 

English for Specific Purposes (ESP) plays an instrumental role in the development of student 

knowledge around Information and Communication Sciences. This syllabus is designed for first-

year students in the second semester at the Faculty of Information and Communication Sciences. 

This module builds students’ knowledge around the essential theoretical frameworks and 

concepts in the areas of communication and information, providing diverse means of practical 

application. Throughout the course, you will explore how media and journalism function within 

society, the evolving role of broadcast journalism, and the influence of technology on different 

forms of journalistic writing. This subject is equipped with state-of-the-art theoretical 

frameworks designed to help students build an insightful understanding of the relationship 

between media, communication and linguistics.  

The first unit will introduce students to the genesis of journalism, by elaborating on the 

diachronic development of journalism across the world. The unit delves deep into ethics and 

principles of journalism. Students will analyse the importance of journalism in both professional 

and personal contexts, and identify potential barriers to effective communication. By the end of 

this unit, students will be able to distinguish between different forms of journalism: print, digital 

and broadcast written, and visual. Students are expected to be able to apply the theoretical 

concepts and understand their applications in on real-life events.  

The second unit revolves around types of journalistic writing: news article, press release and 

feature story writing. Students will explore the key methods and examine their use in different 

media contexts.  

In the third unit, students will gain understanding of newspaper writing. This unit will enable 

students to apply newspaper-writing techniques to compose newspapers by following the key 

elements when selecting and shaping events. Students will be able to identify and understand the 

core principles of newspaper writing by figuring out major components of a newspaper. They 

will be able to understand how newspaper helps in building public opinion, sharing credible 

information and utilizing the right to freedom of expression. Students are expected to master 

different types of newspaper such as tabloid, broadsheet, online editions and community papers.  
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DESCRIPTION 

 

University of Algiers 3 

Faculty: Information and Communication Sciences 

Department: Information Sciences 

Course Information   

-  Program: Licence Degree 

-  Type: Common Core Human Sciences  

- Target Audience: First-Year Students  

- Semester: Second  

- Teaching Unit: Transversal  

- Subject: English  

-  Coefficient: 1   

- Credit Value: 1   

- Class Timing: 1 hour 30 minutes per session  

- Duration: 14 weeks  

Teacher Details   

- Name: Dr. Iman AIB 

- Qualifications: PhD in English Linguistics and Literature, AIR University Pakistan. 

- Contact: aib.iman@univ-alger3.dz   
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SYLLABUS LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

The English Language Programme aims to equip first-year students in the second semester with 

a state-of-the-art theoretical base in the areas of information and communication sciences. This 

ESP Course will solidify students’ knowledge and comprehension around information and 

communication studies and develop an understanding of their roles in professional organisations, 

particularly in the domains of media and journalism.  

By the end of the second semester, students will be able to: 

- L01: Understand the significance of journalism and its influence on shaping public 

views, ideologies, and societal norms, through diverse means such as television, 

broadcasting and radio. 

- L02: Critically analyse ethical dilemmas in mass media, by studying the core ethics of 

journalism such as journalistic integrity, fairness, accuracy and objectivity.  

- L03: Examine how media helps in building public opinion, sharing credible information 

and utilizing the right to freedom of expression 

- L04: Differentiate between facts and opinions by analysing diverse forms of journalistic 

writing such as news article, press release and feature story.  

- L05: Practically apply the theoretical concepts learned to real-world scenarios, allowing 

students to recognize the role of media and journalism in both professional and personal 

contexts. By the end of the second semester, students will have mastered English 

language proficiently, developed critical thinking skills and a deeper understanding of 

how media and journalism play a dominant role in shaping public opinions and core 

values 
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SEMESTER SCHEDULE  

 

Weeks Lecture Assessments Learning 

outcomes  
Week 1 - History of Journalism 

-  Principles and Ethics of 

Journalism 

 

-Group discussions  

-Formation of 4 

groups in class, each 

coming up with 3-4 

newsworthy topics 

for better 

understanding.  

LO1, LO4 

Week 2 - Broadcast Media and Regulation 

- Freedom of Expression 

-class participation  

-The previously 

formed group 

members will have 

case studies to 

analyse real-world 

scenarios of media 

dilemmas.  

LO1  

Week 3 Introduction to news article 

writing  

1. Choosing a newsworthy topic 

2. Gathering information 

-Explaining the requirements for 

the final assessment for this 

chapter. 

Continuation of the news article 

writing  

3. Write a Clear and Concise 

Headline 

4. Compose a Lead 

5. Organize the Body 

6. Use codes  

7. Provide Contact Information 

- Groups will write 

headlines of the 

newsworthy topics 

they had selected and 

one student from 

each group will 

present their headline 

to the class. 

-class discussions 

-discussion of the 

formative assessment 

and answering all the 

students ' questions 

related to the 

assignment.  

-assessing students' 

ability to write news 

articles  

LO1, LO4,LO5 

Week 4 -Feature story vs News story 

introduction  

1. Understanding the Essence of a 

Feature Story 

2. Choose an Interesting Angle 

-pre-lecture 

discussion about the 

topic to gauge their 

knowledge and 

understanding about 

LO2, LO5 
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3. Conduct Thorough Research 

4. Humanize your story  

the topic.  

-Asking students for 

examples of feature 

stories they have 

come across during 

the lecture.   

Week 5 -Continuation of Feature story  

5. Create a Strong Lead 

6. Structure Your Story 

7. Use Descriptive Language 

8. Incorporate Quotes and 

Anecdotes 

-Submission of 

formative 

assessment.  

LO2, LO5 

Week 6 -Continuation of Feature story  

9. Engage emotionally  

10. Structure of a Feature Story 

 

-Case study analysis 

of a feature story vs 

news article.  

-Assign in-class 5-

mins quiz to assess 

the understanding of 

students of both the 

prior topics  

LO2, LO5 

Week 7 -Last lecture of the unit ‘how to 

write a news story, step-by-step 

guide’. 

1. Organization  

2. Lead 

3. Facts and attributes  

 

-in-class discussion 

of the topic.  

-discussion on the 

submitted formative 

assessment  

LO3 

Week 8 -Continuation of the last topic  

4. Identification  

5. short paragraphs  

6. person  

7. Headlines  

-in-class quiz on the 

topic including the 

day’s material.  

-submission of the 

summative 

assessment  

LO3  

Week 9 Understanding Newspaper 

- Definition of Newspaper 

- Functions of Newspaper 

in-class discussion of 

the topic.  

-discussion on the 

submitted formative 

assessment 

LO1, LO2 

Week 10 Types of Newspaper 

- Broadsheet 

- Tabloid  

- Local Vs. International 

News 

Assign in-class 5-

mins quiz to assess 

the understanding of 

students of both the 

prior topics 

LO3 

Week 11 Continuation of Newspaper 

- Public News 

- Private News 

in-class quiz on the 

topic including the 

day’s material. 

LO1, LO2 
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- Specialized News 

Week 12 Online Newspaper 

- Definition of Newspaper 

- Types of Online 

Newspaper 

- Advantages and 

Challenges of Online 

Newspaper 

in-class discussion of 

the topic.  

-discussion on the 

submitted formative 

assessment 

LO1, LO2 

Week 13 REVISION Revision of Taught 

Material 

 

Week 14 SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS Taking final 

summative 

assessments in terms 

of final question 

papers, which will be 

accumulated for final 

grading. 
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 KEYWORDS 

- Direct Instruction Method 

A teacher-centered approach where the instructor provides lectures and 

demonstrations of the topics to be taught. 

- Discussion Based Learning 

A student-centred strategy where students actively engage in discussions to 

build shared understanding. 

- Case Based Learning 

An instructional method where students examine real-world examples, solve 

problems and make decisions. 

- Collaborative Learning 

A student-centered strategy where students work in pairs or groups to 

complete tasks or solve problems. 

- Visual Classification Activity 

A learning strategy where students use visuals to structure and classify 

information. 

- Hands-on Exploration Activity 

An experiential learning method where students utilize real-life examples to 

build knowledge and curiosity.  
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CHAPTER ONE 

UNDERSTANDING JOURNALISM: CORE 

PRINCIPLES AND FORMS 

 

 

This chapter introduces students to the foundational concepts of journalism, outlining its 

epistemology, history, key elements, and theoretical frameworks. It delves into the potential 

significance of journalism in media studies, while highlighting its role in shaping public trust and 

democratic values. The chapter further explore diverse forms of journalism including print, 

online and broadcast journalism.  This chapter puts emphasis on teaching students the core ethics 

and principles of journalism, which are truth, accuracy, fairness, independence, and 

accountability. Students will understand and practice the role of journalism as a profession as 

well as a vital institution for the empowerment of society.   
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UNIT 01 
PRINCIPLES OF JOURNALISM 

 

 

By the end of this unit, learners will be able to practice journalistic integrity 

and ethics by applying its concepts when selecting and shaping newsworthy 

stories. To meet the end goal, the core objectives are as follows: 

- Define and explain core principles of journalism by elaborating on 

the laws and ethics of journalistic integrity. 

- Understand the role of a journalist and their right to freedom of 

expression. 

- Analyse the role of a journalist by critically evaluating and verifying 

sources of information.  

- Differentiate between facts and opinions by drafting stories reflecting 

accuracy, clarity and fairness.  
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1.1. Understanding History of Journalism 

 

 

 

 TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES  

Following a Direct Instruction Method, the instructor will teach major eras 

of journalism via a concise lecture supplemented with visuals. Through a 

Discussion-Based Learning, the instructor will engage students in class 

discussion to foster evaluative thinking. Followed by explicit vocabulary 

instruction, the instructor will introduce a curated list of topic-specific 

vocabulary, which will reinforce understanding and assist students in 

retaining vocabulary permanently.  
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 WARM-UP 

- Engage students in understanding history of journalism. 

- Prompt students to reflect on how journalism emerged. 

- Stimulate curiosity if they know how principles of journalism were 

legalized. 

 

 LEARNING OUTCOMES 

- Students will be able to analyse the socio-political and cultural factors which 

influenced the development of journalism. 

- Students will be able to evaluate critically the emergence and progress of 

journalism. 

- Students will be able to identify key milestones achieved in the history of 

journalism. 

 

 SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 

- Printed lecture handouts; 

- Educational video: https://youtu.be/Mf6nAx_sUwg?si=YQPBMJ4Obs6-

tRTP 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Mf6nAx_sUwg?si=YQPBMJ4Obs6-tRTP
https://youtu.be/Mf6nAx_sUwg?si=YQPBMJ4Obs6-tRTP
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 LECTURE 

 

1.  HISTORY OF JOURNALISM PRE-1960 

1.1. Ancient Civilizations: 

Information transformation and news sharing with a broader community dates back 

to ancient civilizations. The official announcements of news in the ancient times, 

Egypt and Rome, were often carved into stone tablets or recorded on papyrus 

scrolls. In addition, Scribes and town criers were instrumental in disseminating 

news and important information. The announcements of news were made through 

town criers in public places to reach a wide audience. 

1.2. Ancient China: 

China is considered to have one of the earliest known newspapers, known as the 

"Dibao". It was published during the Han Dynasty (206 BC - 220 AD) time period. 

Such publications had contained government announcements and news. 

1.3. Gazettes and Handwritten Manuscripts: 

During the medieval time period in Europe, handwritten newsletters and gazettes, 

known as "avvisi" or "relations" were generally distributed among the elite. These 

newspapers had contained information and news about the political, economic, and 

military circumstances. 

1.4. The Invention of the Printing Press: 
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Since the inception of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in the mid-15th 

century, the dissemination of information was revolutionized. Mass production of 

books and pamphlets was therefore enabled, thus making written information more 

accessible to a broader audience. 

1.5. Censorship and Licensing: 

Newspapers had also faced frequent challenges. Many of the early newspapers had 

gone through government censorship and licensing restrictions. The purpose of 

government censorship was to seek control of the content of newspapers, therefore, 

preventing criticism and unrest. 

1.6. The Emergence of Public Opinion: 

With the progress of journalism, it played a crucial role in building public opinion. 

Publications such as "Publick Occurrences Both Forreign and Domestick" (1690) 

in colonial America helped in shaping public discourse and debate. 

1.7. Colonial and Revolutionary Newspapers (18th Century): 

The American colonies had witnessed the pivotal role of newspapers during the 

18th century. The publications of numerous newspapers, such as “The 

Pennsylvania Gazette” by Benjamin Franklin served as an influential source of 

news and political commentary. Certainly, newspapers had been instrumental in 

publicizing revolutionary ideas during the American Revolution. 

2. Penny Press and Mass Circulation (19th Century): 

The 19th century time period had seen the rise of the penny press, which centred 

on the feasibility of newspapers by making them affordable to the general public. 

Newspapers like "The New York Sun" or "The New York Herald" were the first 
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ones to inculcate sensationalism and human interest stories to boost distribution 

and dissemination. 

 

 

2.1. Yellow Journalism and Investigative Reporting (Late 19th Century): 

Yellow journalism, popular for its sensationalism and exaggeration, had been 

popularized by newspapers like "The New York Journal" and "The New York 

World." However, this era was evidently marked by the beginning of investigative 

journalism with exposures by reporters such as Nellie Bly and Ida Tarbell. 

2.2. Wire Services and Global Coverage (19th-20th Century): 

The founding of wire services like the Associated Press (AP) in the 19th century 

had made instant progress in the distribution of news, allowing newspapers to 

share stories from across the globe. This consequently contributed to the 

globalization of journalism.  

2.3. Radio and Television (20th Century): 

The 20th century had witnessed the inception of broadcast journalism with the 

development of radio and television. Edward R. Murrow and Walter Cronkite were 

the pioneers who became household names in journalism during the 20
th
 century. 

2.4. Digital and Online Media (Late 20th Century to Present): 

Digital revolution became dominant in the late 20th century, with the rise of online 

news websites drifting away from the print newspaper culture. The 21
st
 century has 

seen the advent of social media culture, citizen journalism, and the challenges of 

navigating the digital age. 
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2.5. Challenges and Ethics: 

Journalism has weighed its pros and cons. It also faced crucial challenges, such as 

issues related to ethics and sensationalism. The ongoing concerns about the spread 

of misinformation continues to face threats until modern date. For this purpose, 

ethical considerations and responsible reporting remain integral basics of modern 

journalism. 

 HISTORY OF JOURNALISM-SPECIFIC VOCABULARY 

In this section, I provide a list of primary terminologies related to the first chapter, 

history of journalism. These terminologies are relevant for building schema on the 

genesis of journalism. Students are expected to have memorized the key terms and 

their definitions. They are also expected to utilize them in post-lesson classroom 

activities.  

 

Figure 1: Key terminologies used in history of journalism 
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 EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT 

In this section, I provide post-lesson classroom activities, which are instrumental in 

retaining information and knowledge on the current subject. Activity 01 and 

Activity 02 serve as formative assessments as they allow the instructor to examine 

student’s understanding of history of journalism. These activities will allow the 

instructor to get feedback before any summative evaluation.  

 Activity 01: Timeline Creation 

Timeline creation is a collaborative visual activity in which students will be 

asked to create a chronological timeline of milestones achieved in each era 

of newspaper development. This can be an engaging activity in which 

students combine multiple images and graphics to compare and contrast how 

news was disseminated then and now. 

Evaluation criterion will be based on: Historical knowledge recall – ability to 

summarize – clarity of comparison.  

 

Figure 2: Rubric for Formative Assessment-Timeline Creation 
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 Activity 02: Discussion and Debate 

Discussion and debate is a crucial classroom activity for developing critical 

thinking. Students will be divided into groups, each one is assigned an era of 

journalism. The groups can also be divided into two: one representing 

historical journalism, the other represents modern digital journalism.  

Each group will then be asked to present the strengths and challenges of the 

respective era. The debate will end by answering the following question: 

Which principles remained and which have changed? 

Evaluation criterion will be based on: Critical thinking – communication and 

argument – reasoning and dialogue. 

 

Figure 3: Rubric for Formative Assessment-Debate and Discussion 
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1.2. Principles and Ethics of Journalism 

 

 

 

 TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teaching and learning principles and ethics of journalism requires sufficient 

understanding of conceptual frameworks as well as real-world scenarios for 

students to assess and evaluate. Following a Direct Instruction Method, the 

instructor will introduce core principles through a prepared lecture. Through a 

Case-based Learning, students will examine real-world examples of ethical 

dilemmas in journalism such as news fabrication and sensationalism. Followed by 

explicit vocabulary, the instructor will introduce a curated list of topic-specific 

vocabulary which will reinforce understanding and assist students in retaining 

vocabulary related to principles and ethics of journalism permanently.  
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 WARM-UP 

- Engage students in understanding principles of journalism. 

- Prompt students to reflect on ethical dilemmas in journalism. 

- Inquire if they know how laws of journalism became legalized. 

 

 LEARNING OUTCOMES 

- Students will be able to critically evaluate principles and ethics of journalism 

- Students will be fully aware of how and why laws and key principles of 

journalism emerged. 

- Students will be able to examine real-world scenarios of ethical dilemmas in 

journalism. 

 

 SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 

- Printed Lecture Handouts; 

- Educational Video: https://youtu.be/uNidQHk5SZs?si=pQaKgEfs9-

Q0yMNm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/uNidQHk5SZs?si=pQaKgEfs9-Q0yMNm
https://youtu.be/uNidQHk5SZs?si=pQaKgEfs9-Q0yMNm
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 LECTURE 

1. Importance of Journalism  

Journalism has played an instrumental role in democratic societies. Purposefully, it 

helps in disseminating information and enabling the shaping of public opinion. 

Therefore, it supplies voters with the relevant information, which they required to 

make informed public choices, for instance, in making an aware voting choice in 

during election campaigns. 

‘Freedom of speech’, defined that people are rightly allowed to freely express their 

views and opinions, and to question or criticize the government - is made possible 

by a free, independent media. Media, therefore, serves an important platform to 

provide investigative reports, debates, critical discussions, backgrounds and 

analyses, as well as news stories. 

More importantly, journalism acts as a public ‘watchdog’ to reconnoiter the 

ongoing economic-political affairs in order to confirm that politicians follow 

voters’ wishes, and that no such abuse of power position could take place. 

A free press is crucial in media to help reporters share information freely and 

truthfully. This does not allow any important information to remain concealed and 

voters would never be kept in the dark. Equally significant, if the media was not 

permitted to share open and free discussions, public views and concerns of 

ordinary people might not be heard. 

 

2. Principles of Ethical Journalism  

Ethical journalism acts as a primary source to scrutinize responsible and 

trustworthy media practices. Following ethical principles of journalism, it 

ensures that journalists follow the decorum by maintaining integrity, 
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accuracy, and fairness in their reporting. This allows the nurturing of public 

trust and confidence in the media. In this section, we explore the 

fundamental principles of ethical journalism and how they impact today’s 

media landscape. 

2.1. Accuracy: accuracy is a fundamental principle of journalism. Journalists 

are strictly obliged to provide accurate and factual information. Reporters 

have to first verify their sources of information and facts to ensure that 

what they present to the public is honest and unbiased. Reporting facts as 

they are and verifying the accuracy of their sources should not be 

compromised, In addition, cross-checking information before publication 

is also an integral part of accuracy. Inaccurate reporting or misleading 

bias may lead to misinformation and erode public trust in the media. By 

making accuracy a priority, journalists uphold the integrity of their 

profession and source the public with truthful information which they can 

trust. 

2.2. Objectivity: Objectivity remains a fundamental principle of journalism. 

Journalists are obliged to be impartial and avoid subjectivity in the stories 

they cover. It is required from journalists to present multiple 

perspectives, provided if they are shared honestly and truthfully. This 

allows the audience to form its own opinions on the subject matter. 

2.3. Fairness: Fairness and impartiality are fundamental principles which 

foster balanced and objective reporting. Journalists are obliged to present 

all sides of a story, and this entails voicing diverse perspectives and 

eroding bias or prejudice. Fair and impartial reporting helps in nurturing 

an informed public debate and allows the audience to build their opinions 

based on a comprehensive and truthful understanding of the issues at 

hand. By maintaining the decorum of fairness and impartiality, 
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journalists sustain the principles of democracy. This contributes to 

promoting a healthy media ecosystem. Unprejudiced reporting means 

that all individuals and groups taking part in the story must be treated 

with equity and respect. Journalists are strictly prohibited to promote any 

form of discriminations, stereotyping, or sensationalism. 

2.4. Independence: Outside sources can hinder the flow of reliable 

information. Journalists are strictly prohibited to come under any form of 

influence whether political, commercial, or personal. Independence is a 

key principle in journalism to maintain the integrity of news reporting. In 

fact, independence is a core principle of ethical journalism. Journalists 

are obliged to remain independent from any outside influences, including 

advertisers, political parties, and other vested interests. With 

independence in hand, journalists can report stories without being 

influenced by any external factor or any means of fear or favor, and they 

can hold those in power position accountable. They are therefore serving 

as watchdogs for the public interest. Independence allows journalists to 

preserve the integrity and credibility of their reporting, which is essential 

for safeguarding the democratic function of the media. 

2.5. Transparency: Transparency is a crucial principle in ethical journalism. 

Journalists should be open about their methods and techniques, sources, 

and potential conflicts of interest. Transparency allows journalists build 

trust with the audience. 

2.6. Accountability: Accountability is a crucial principle that holds 

journalists responsible for any means of shared information. Journalists 

are obliged to be transparent about their methods and processes, 

acknowledging and promptly correcting any form of occurred glitch in 

case of occurrence. Accountability builds trust between journalists and 



24 
 

their audience, demonstrating a commitment to accuracy and integrity. 

When journalists hold themselves accountable, they maintain credibility 

and demonstrate their commitment to ethical journalism. Journalists and 

media organizations are always held accountable for their reporting. In 

case of any error discovered, corrections should be made promptly. In 

addition, mechanisms should always be in place to address complaints 

and concerns from the public. 

2.7. Timeliness: A prompt delivery of news is defined as timeliness. 

Journalists are obliged to report news as they happen or as soon as 

relevant information is readily available.  

2.8. Relevance: Journalists should select news and reports based on their 

importance and relevance to the audience. Journalists should consider the 

public interest when deciding what to cover. 

2.9. Balance: Balance means that journalists should provide fair coverage to 

different sides of the event being covered; even when there is a chance of 

presenting conflicting viewpoints. It gives the audience the exposure to 

form a well-rounded understanding of the subject. 

2.10. Public Service: Journalism serves the public interest by disseminating 

information which is empowering to individuals and communities. This 

principle reinforces the idea that journalism is not just a business but it is 

also a service to society. 

2.11. Respect for Human Rights: Journalists should respect human rights, 

which means that they should take into account freedom of expression, 

and are obliged to refrain from inciting violence, discrimination, or harm 

to individuals or groups. 

2.12. Legal and Ethical Boundaries: Journalists are obliged to follow the 

decorum of the law and adhere to ethical guidelines. They must be aware 
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of legal restrictions, such as libel and defamation laws, while upholding 

the principles of journalism. 

 ETHICS AND PRINCIPLES OF JOURNALISM SPECIFIC 

VOCABULARY 

In this section, I provide a list of primary terminologies related to the first chapter, 

ethics of journalism. These terminologies are relevant for building schema on 

principles of journalism. Students are expected to have memorized the key terms 

and their definitions. They are also expected to utilize them in post-lesson 

classroom activities. 

 

Figure 4: Key terminologies used in ethics of journalism 
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 EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT 

In this section, I provide post-lesson classroom activities, which are instrumental in 

retaining information and knowledge on the current subject. Activity 01 serves as a 

formative assessment as it allows the instructor to examine student’s understanding 

of principles and ethics of journalism. This activity will allow the instructor to get 

feedback before any summative evaluation.  

Activity 01: Case Study Ethical Judgement 

Case study is a collaborative activity in which students will be asked to analyse a 

short ethical case or a news controversy. Students will be asked to figure out the 

ethical principles at stake. This can be an engaging activity in which students 

utilize critical thinking skills to assess and analyse ethical scenarios. 

Evaluation criterion will be based on: Conceptual understanding – critical 

thinking and media literacy– research and evidence.  

 

Figure 5: Assessment Rubric for Ethics of Journalism 
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1.3. Broadcast Media and Regulation 

 

 

 

 TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teaching and learning broadcast media and regulation requires sufficient 

understanding of conceptual frameworks of regulatory bodies and policies which 

govern broadcast media. Following a Direct Instruction Method, the instructor will 

introduce core ideas through a prepared lecture. Through a Case Study Analysis, 

students will examine real-world examples of media violations. Followed by 

explicit vocabulary, the instructor will introduce a curated list of topic-specific 
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vocabulary which will reinforce understanding and assist students in retaining 

vocabulary related to broadcast media.  

 

 WARM-UP 

- Engage students in understanding principles of broadcast media. 

- Prompt students to reflect on the importance of media regulation. 

 

 LEARNING OUTCOMES 

- Students will be able to critically evaluate broadcast media. 

- Students will be fully aware of how and why media laws and regulations 

were systematized. 

- Students will be able to examine real-world scenarios of regulatory cases 

and media violations.  

 

 SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 

- Printed Lecture Handouts; 

- Educational Video: https://youtu.be/f6LKl4RKIew?si=JfzYFX9J_KvmFtga  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/f6LKl4RKIew?si=JfzYFX9J_KvmFtga


29 
 

 

 LECTURE 

Broadcast media is one of the most instrumental means of transmitting 

information. It is divided into two categories: public service broadcasting, which is 

delivered by corporations such as the BBC. The second is commercial 

broadcasting (produced by private media companies such as ITV). 

Public service broadcasters, such as BBC, are typically funded by license fees paid 

for those who watch live television, and therefore do not possess any private 

holders. On the other hand, private media companies are owned by individuals, 

families or even shareholders. These media companies, typically commercial, 

often produce both broadcast and print media, for profit purposes. 

Both of public service broadcasters as well as private ones are scrutinized by a 

regulator known as Ofcom (Office of Communications). It was set up under the 

Communications Act 2003. The act navigates broadcast journalists who are 

obliged to follow the ethical guidelines set out in the Ofcom Broadcasting Code. In 

case of arising complaints against broadcast journalists, the Ofcom deals with it. 

On the contrary, newspaper journalists have no legal regulator like Ofcom. They 

typically are run by ethical codes such as the Editors’ Code of Practice and the 

National Union of Journalists (NUJ) Code of Conduct. 

 

1.1.1 Legal and ethical issues 

Journalists are strictly obliged to consider all legal and ethical issues when writing 

a story or reporting an event. 

Laws are set to restrict journalists from reporting events that could be damaging or 

harmful for other people or organizations. Ethics in media typically ensures that 

media practices are done ethically and morally right. 
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1.1.1.1 Ethical issues 

Journalists are obliged to follow codes of conduct, which set out positive and 

ethical practice. The ethical practices detailed in the codes includes: 

 To make sure sources are double-checked; 

 To give the right of ‘right of reply’ to those being criticized; 

 To make sure privacy is not hindered, particularly in times of grief, illness or 

shock; 

 To ensure the protection of the vulnerable, such as children or old people; 

 To ensure no subterfuge are being used, e.g. such as hidden recording devices; 

 Journalists may be allowed to breach these guidelines only in cases of 

overwhelming public interest or the arousal of a sensitive event. 

Public interest includes: 

 Exposing crime or detecting any serious impropriety. 

 Protecting public health and safety. 

 Preventing the public from being misled by an action or statement of an individual 

or organization. 

1.1.1.2 Using secretly recorded audio or video in a story 

Journalistic codes of conduct only allow the use of secret recording when 

necessary – if the story cannot be covered by any other means - and only if it is in 

the public interest. For such purposes, covert or secret methods of coverage can be 

used to expose wrongdoing. In the graph below, you can see a BBC Panorama 

undercover investigating abuse at a care home which ended up prosecuting 11 care 

workers. 
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 BROADCAST MEDIA AND REGULATION SPECIFIC 

VOCABULARY 

In this section, I provide a list of primary terminologies related to broadcast 

media and regulation. These terminologies are relevant for building schema 

on broadcast media. Students are expected to have memorized the key terms 

and their definitions. They are also expected to utilize them in post-lesson 

classroom activities. 
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Figure 6: Vocabulary List for Broadcasting 
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 EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT 

In this section, I provide post-lesson classroom activities, which are instrumental in 

retaining information and knowledge on the current subject. Activity 01 serves as a 

formative assessment as it allows the instructor to examine student’s understanding 

of broadcast media. This activity will allow the instructor to get feedback before 

any summative evaluation.  

Activity 01: News Bulletin Stimulation 

News bulletin stimulation is a collaborative activity in which students will be 

asked to work in small groups to produce a 2-3 minute TV news bulletin. This can 

be an engaging activity in which students take the role of anchor, reporter or editor. 

Evaluation criterion will be based on: Conceptual understanding – critical 

thinking and analysis– communication and presentation.  

 

Figure 7: Assessment Rubric for Broadcast Media 
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1.4. Freedom of Expression in Journalism                                 

 

 

 TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teaching and learning freedom of expression requires sufficient understanding of 

conceptual frameworks as well as real-world scenarios for students to assess and 

evaluate. Following a Direct Instruction Method, the instructor will introduce core 

principles through a prepared lecture. Through a Case-based Learning, students 

will examine real-world examples of freedom of expression in journalism such as 

protests. Followed by explicit vocabulary, the instructor will introduce a curated 
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list of topic-specific vocabulary which will reinforce understanding and assist 

students in retaining vocabulary related to freedom of expression permanently.  

 

 WARM-UP 

- Engage students in understanding freedom of expression. 

- Ask students if they know how freedom of expression emerged. 

- Inquire if they know how freedom of expression became legalized. 

 

 LEARNING OUTCOME 

- Students will be able to define freedom of expression and its ethical 

dilemmas.  

- Students will be able to explain the need for freedom of expression in 

democratic societies specifically in the domain of journalism. 

 

 SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 

- Printed Lecture Handouts; 

- Educational Video:  

https://youtu.be/499FWnBDveU?si=2UxnIGOdRtyTxwXR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/499FWnBDveU?si=2UxnIGOdRtyTxwXR
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 LECTURE 

Freedom of expression in journalism means that the journalist has the right to 

report, publish, and share information, opinions, and ideas without any 

interference from governments, corporations, or other powerful groups. 

According to the human rights principles, (Article 19 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights) freedom of expression is considered a cornerstone 

of press freedom. 

In practice, it means that journalists can: 

 Investigate or report on issues of public interest. 

 Share opinions on governments, institutions, or individuals. 

 Can hold diverse perspectives, even if they are unpopular. 

 Do their job without fear of intimidation, harassment, or imprisonment. 

 

 WHY IS FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IMPORTANT IN 

JOURNALISM? 

1. Supports Democracy 

o This allows the citizens to have access to correct, diverse, and critical 

information. 

o It also allows people make informed decisions in elections and civic 

life. 

2. It Holds Power Accountable 



37 
 

o Journalists act as watchdogs, who can expose corruption, abuse of 

power, and injustice. 

o If this freedom was not allowed, those in authority could silence 

criticism and hide wrongdoing. 

3. It Promotes Transparency 

o It helps in trust-building between the public and institutions by 

making decision-making processes transparent. 

4. Encourages Diversity of Voices 

o It voices the marginalized communities, minorities and activists so 

that they can share their points of view which might otherwise be 

ignored. 

5. Human Rights Remain Protected 

o It helps safeguard the fundamental rights of the people by highlighting 

abuses, conflicts, and inequalities. 

6. It Fuels Social Change 

o Investigative journalism often sparks reforms in law, policy, and 

public awareness 
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 FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION SPEIFIC VOCABULARY 

In this section, I provide a list of primary terminologies related to the first chapter, 

Freedom of expression. These terminologies are relevant for building schema on 

freedom of press. Students are expected to have memorized the key terms and their 

definitions. They are also expected to utilize them in post-lesson classroom 

activities. 

 

Figure 8: Key terminologies used in freedom of expression 
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 EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT 

In this section, I provide post-lesson classroom activities, which are instrumental in 

retaining information and knowledge on the current subject. Activity 01 serves as a 

formative assessment as it allows the instructor to examine student’s understanding 

of freedom of expression. This activity will allow the instructor to get feedback 

before any summative evaluation.  

Activity 01: Case Scenario Analysis 

Students will be given a short scenario, such as a controversial media post and they 

will be asked to identify the rights involves and evaluate how freedom of 

expression should be balanced. 

Evaluation criterion will be based on: Conceptual understanding – critical 

thinking and reflection– communication and presentation. 

 

Figure 9: Assessment Rubric for Freedom of Expression 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



40 
 

 

UNIT 01 SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT 

 

The summative assessment evaluates students’ understanding of the key 

topics in Unit 01: History of Journalism, Ethics and Principles of 

Journalism, Broadcast Media and Regulation and Freedom of Expression. 

The Table below provides detailed summative assessment on UNIT 01. 

 

 

Figure 10: Summative Assessment of Unit 01 
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UNIT 02 
UNDERSTANDING AND WRITING NEWS  
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2.1. NEWS ARTICLE WRITING 

 

 

 

By the end of this unit, learners will be able to practice news 

article writing, feature story writing and news story writing. To 

meet the end goal, the core objectives are as follows: 

- Define and explain core principles of news article by 

introducing the key elements of news articles. 

- Understand the role of news article, feature writing and news 

story in the domain of journalism and mass media. 

- Train students in writing clear, concise and coherent news 

articles.  

- Enable students identify newsworthy events and apply the 

key WHs; what, where, why, when and how. 
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 TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES  

The instruction method used will be direct where the instructor will give 

detailed lecture on news article writing, the steps involved in writing a 

journalistic piece along with everyday examples for students’ better 

understanding. The learning will be holistic and discussion-based where 

students will be involved in different in-class activities. Students will be 

shared with a detailed vocabulary list at the end to be able to remember the 

terms used in the chapter.   
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 WARM-UP 

- Engage students in understanding news article. 

- Ask students if they know how to write news article. 

- Inquire if they know the principles of news articles. 

 

 LEARNING OUTCOMES 

- Analyse and critically evaluate the news articles by assessing the article 

structures, their ethical standing, references/sources, and language. 

- Able to produce raw news articles through the application of studied 

journalistic models, style, news values, etc.  

 

 SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 

- Printed Lecture Handouts; 

- Educational Video: https://youtu.be/T6C8N-lRd4o?si=wlzXNxCR1Fxtr12P  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/T6C8N-lRd4o?si=wlzXNxCR1Fxtr12P
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 LECTURE 

 

According to Sage Encyclopedia of Journalism, news article is a written 

journalistic text, which provides reports on up-to-date ongoing events or issues that 

are considered newsworthy and are of public interest. The Oxford Dictionary of 

Journalism defines news or news article as information about recent events that are 

deemed interesting and important. A news article comprises news, which is 

gathered, verified and structured in accordance to the news journalistic norms. 

Intrinsic to news is the process of selection. Only a tiny portion of significant body 

of information become news. To help them decide which one to select, journalists 

are said to apply criteria that are known as news value. However, news value can 

be relative because what is considered newsworthy depends on the time, 

geographical location and public interest.  

Here is a basic method for news article writing: 

- Choose a Newsworthy Topic: a relevant topic or event has to be selected 

and it should be timely, relevant, and of interest to the target audience. This 

can be examined by characteristics such as: proximity, prominence, 

significance, timeliness, and human interest. 

Example: “Decline in Bee Populations” 

- Gather Information: The second step is to start with gathering all 

necessary evidence and details about the event. This may involve conducting 

interviews, reviewing documents, and collecting data. The journalist must 

ensure that all WH questions are met with evidence: who, what, when, 

where, why, and how details (Quinn & Lamble, 2012). 
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- Write a Clear and Concise Headline: The journalist should write a 

headline which summarizes the main idea of the story in a brief, attention-

grabbing manner. If the headline does not cover the main question about the 

event, it does not qualify as headline.  

Example: “New Study Reveals Alarming Decline in Bee Populations” 

- A Lead: The lead (or lead) is the beginning paragraph of the news article 

which covers the most important and relevant information about the topic. It 

should answer all WH questions: who, what, when, where, and why 

questions in a concise and engaging manner. The lead is typically made of 

one or two sentences. 

 

 

- Organize the Body: The body of the article carries all necessary and 

relevant information on the topic being discussed. It must ensure that facts 

and details are incorporated in order of significance. All should expand on 

the information provided in the lead. The body typically follows an inverted 

pyramid style, where the most significant information comes in the 

beginning, followed by supporting details and background information. 
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Example: 

 

- Use Quotes: News articles typically include direct quotes from people 

involved in the story, such as witnesses, experts, or officials. These help in 

enhancing authenticity and personal perspectives to the news. 

 

- Provide Contact Information: The news article must contain contact 

information for readers who may want to learn more or follow up on the 
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story. Thus typically includes official websites, phone numbers, or email 

addresses. 

 

- Write a Concise Conclusion: In the end, the article should be summarized 

with a brief conclusion that reiterates the main points and leaves a lasting 

impression on the reader. 

 

- Attribute Information: The journalist must give credit to all sources where from 

information was gathered. If you are quoting someone or citing data, make it clear 

who provided the information. This adds credibility to your article. 

-Edit and Proofread: The journalist must carefully review and edit the article for 

grammar, spelling, and punctuation glitches. They must ensure that the information 

is accurate and that the article flows smoothly. 

11. Formatting: Ensure proper formatting with a clear byline (author's name), 

publication date, and a clear structure with paragraphs and subheadings. 
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In this example, the byline is structured in the end at the end providing not only the 

author's name but also additional information about their role and the publication 

they write for. This format is generally seen in online news articles or magazines. 

12. Final Review: Give your article a final review to confirm that it meets the 

publication's style guidelines and standards. 

13. Publish and Promote: When you are satisfied with the article, publish it 

through the appropriate channels and promote it to reach your target audience. 
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Figure 11: The Key WH Questions 

 

 NEWS ARTICLE WRITING SPECIFIC VOCABULARY 

In this section, I provide a list of terminologies related to news article 

writing. These terminologies are relevant for understanding key principles of 

news writing. 



51 
 

 

Figure 12: Vocabulary List for News Article Writing 
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 EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT 

In this section, I provide post-lesson classroom activities, which are instrumental in 

retaining information and knowledge on the current subject. There are two 

activities where students will form groups and work on the given tasks in two 

weeks, during the respective classes. 

Activity 01: Newsworthy articles  

Students will be given 15 minutes to find newsworthy articles, which they will 

present to the instructor.  

Activity 02: Headline creation 

 The same group will work on the formation of headlines related to the selected 

newsworthy articles in the next week, and do a 5-min presentation of their work.  

Evaluation criterion will be based on: understanding of newsworthy articles, 

journalistic style, and connection to the lectures.  

 

Figure 13: Assessment Rubric for News Article Writing 
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2.2. FEATURE STORY VS. NEWS STORY 

 

 

 

 TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES  

There are different types of writing styles in journalism. It is very important 

to have proper understanding of them in order to better able to differentiate 

between the type of new article. It is also essential to know how to write 

stories using these different styles. In this lecture, the instructor focuses on 

analyzing differences between feature story vs news story. This is followed 

by step by step guide on how to write feature stories. Students will be 

engaged in debates and discussions regarding the topic.   
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 WARM-UP 

- Engage students in understanding feature and story writings. 

- Ask students if they know how to write a feature or news story. 

- Inquire if they have written a feature or news story before. 

 

 LEARNING OUTCOMES 

- Students will be able to analyse and evaluate feature story writing. 

- Students will be able to analyse and evaluate news story writing. 

- Students will be fully capable of producing feature and news stories using 

journalistic style and language.  

 

 SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 

- Printed Lecture Handouts; 

Educational Video: 

https://youtu.be/g3v6raB0FYI?si=YyKw46l4TkWybtYZ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/g3v6raB0FYI?si=YyKw46l4TkWybtYZ
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 LECTURE 

 

1. News story vs. Feature Story 

A news story is one of the most interesting and sought-after forms of writing in 

journalism, because they help writers delve quick information about events or 

facts. On the other hand, feature story allows for a better sketch of the human 

element behind the headlines (Steensen, 2011). If you are a budding journalist or 

an aspiring storyteller, feature story writing can help you build engaging content 

for your readers and cover meaningful narratives. 

News story is time-bound and urgent. It gives special emphasis to events 

happening now or recently. On the other hand, feature story is less time-bound. It 

is more flexible and can remain relevant longer. In terms of structure, news story 

uses inverted pyramid placing most important information at the top. On the other 

hand, feature story has a more flexible structure, typically following a narrative 

style- starting with anecdote, description or even a character. In terms of language 

and tone, news story is written in an objective, straightforward and neutral 

language. On the other hand, feature story has a narrative language 

characteristically descriptive and interpretative. When deriving information from 

sources, news story mainly fetches information from official sources such as 

authorities, press releases and statements. On the other hand, feature story may 

use several sources such as expert members, ordinary people or personal stories 

and observations. The objective of news story is to help audience understand the 

event clearly and quickly. On the other hand, feature story wants to make people 

understand meaning behind the stories. 

https://aaft.com/blog/mass-communication/how-to-write-a-feature-article/
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The process of writing a compelling feature story is crucial for understanding 

why feature stories exist. It offers valuable tips, real-world examples, and a solid 

structure to help you construct stories that captivate readers’ minds and form 

imaginative and stirring picture of the human world. 

2. Understanding the Essence of  a Feature Story 

Feature stories is a unique way of journalistic writing. While news articles focus 

on delivering facts and information concisely, feature stories are more elaborate; 

they focus on storytelling narrative style. They go beyond the “who, what, when, 

where, and why” to explore the “how” and “why” in depth. Feature stories 

connect readers with the narrative emotionally, making them care about the 

subject, and often, they offer a unique perspective or angle on a topic. 

3. Choose an Interesting Angle 

The initial step in feature story writing is to choose a unique and compelling 

perspective or theme for your story. Writer has to choose an aspect of the topic 

which has not been explored widely. Most of writers look for a fresh perspective 

that can pique readers’ curiosity. 

4. Conduct Thorough Research 

Feature story writing requires solid research and data collection. Journalists 

should delve deep into the subject matter, interview relevant sources, and gather 

as much information as possible. Getting to know the subject of interest at a 

deeper leave helps in presenting a comprehensive and accurate portrayal. 
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5. Humanize Your Story 

Feature stories often revolve around people, their experiences, and their 

emotions. Journalists are obliged to put an effort in humanizing the narrative by 

introducing relatable characters and sharing their stories, struggles, and triumphs. 

6. Create a Strong Lead 

The opening paragraph, or lead, sets the tone for the entire story. It should be 

catchy and engaging. Journalists should work out on connecting the readers from 

the start with an anecdote, a thought-provoking question, or a vivid description. 

7. Structure Your Story 

The structure of a feature stories is seen in a narrative form. It has a beginning, 

middle, and end. The beginning introduces the topic and ensures catching the 

attention of the reader. The middle explores the depth of the subject, and the end 

provides closure or leaves readers with something to ponder. 

8. Use Descriptive Language 

Language plays a crucial role in feature story writing. Journalists should sketch a 

vivid picture with the words. Descriptive language is a necessary instrument for a 

power feature story and sensory details allow transporting your readers into the 

world you are depicting. 
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9. Incorporate Quotes and Anecdotes 

Quotes from interviews and anecdotes from your research can breathe life into 

your story. They add authenticity and provide insights from real people. 

10. Engage Emotionally 

Feature stories should stir emotions of the readers. It can be empathy, curiosity, 

joy, or sadness, but the aim is to connect with your readers on a personal level. 

Example 1: “Finding Beauty Amidst Chaos: The Life of a Street Artist” 

This feature story delves into the world of a street artist who uses urban decay as 

his canvas, turning neglected spaces into works of art. It explores his journey, 

motivations, and the impact of his art on the community. 

Example 2: “The Healing Power of Music: A Veteran’s Journey to 

Recovery” 

This story follows a military veteran battling post-traumatic stress disorder 

(PTSD) and how his passion for music became a lifeline for healing. It 

intertwines personal anecdotes, interviews, and the therapeutic role of music. 

Example 3: “Wildlife Conservation Heroes: Rescuing Endangered Species, 

One Baby Animal at a Time” 

In this feature story, readers are introduced to a group of dedicated individuals 

working tirelessly to rescue and rehabilitate endangered baby animals. It displays 

their passion, challenges, and heartwarming success stories. 
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11. Structure of a Feature Story 

A well-structured feature story typically follows this format: 

- Headline: A catchy and concise title that captures the essence of the story. 

This is always written at the top of the story. 

- Lead: A captivating opening paragraph that hooks the reader. The first 3 

sentences of any story that explains 5sW & 1H are known as lead. 

- Introduction: Provides context and introduces the subject. Lead is also a 

part of the introduction itself. 

- Body: The main narrative section that explores the topic in depth, 

including interviews, anecdotes, and background information. 

- Conclusion: Wraps up the story, offers insights, or leaves the reader with 

something to ponder. 

Below is a given example of a feature story writing: 



60 
 

 

Figure 14: Example of a Feature Story 
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 FEATURE STORY SPECIFIC VOCABULARY 

This section provides a list of terminologies related feature writing. These 

terminologies are relevant for understanding key principles of feature story writing. 

 

 

Figure 15: Key terminologies used in feature writing 
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 EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT  

In this section, I provide post-lesson classroom activities, which are necessary for 

knowledge acquisition on this topic. Activity 01 will be writing leads for feature 

stories while Activity 02 will be an in-class short quiz of the topic.  

Activity 01: Feature Writing  

Students will be divided in groups and will then be given an event of which they 

will have to create a feature article. This assessment will show their 

understanding of the topic, creativity, audience engagement.  

 Evaluation criterion will be based on: lead and structure, angle and relevance, 

content.  

 

 

Figure 16: Assessment Rubric for Feature Writing 
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Activity 02: In-class quiz 

Students will be given a short multiple-choice (MCQs) Quiz to assess their 

understanding of the topic. Time duration for the quiz will be 30 minutes. 

 Evaluation will be based on: Conceptual understanding, use of terms  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 17: Assessment Rubric for In-class Quiz 
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2.3. NEWS STORY WRITING 

 

 

 

 TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES  

Teaching and learning news story requires sufficient understanding of conceptual 

frameworks of news story writing techniques. Following a Direct Instruction 

Method, the instructor will explain core techniques through a prepared lecture. 

Through a Visual Learning Method, students will examine real-world examples of 

news story writing. Followed by explicit vocabulary, the instructor will introduce a 

curated list of topic-specific vocabulary which will reinforce understanding and 

assist students in retaining vocabulary related to news story writing.  
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 WARM-UP 

- Engage students in understanding news story writings. 

- Ask students if they know how to write a news story. 

- Inquire if they have written a news story before. 

 

 LEARNING OUTCOMES 

- Students will be able to analyse and evaluate news story writing. 

- Students will be able to analyse and evaluate news story writing. 

- Students will be fully capable of producing news stories using journalistic 

style and language.  

 

 SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 

- Printed Lecture Handouts; 

Educational Video: https://youtu.be/flq29zwRrZA?si=_BchSMis0Fx3Uhd7  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/flq29zwRrZA?si=_BchSMis0Fx3Uhd7
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 LECTURE 

 

How to Write a News Story: A Step-by-Step Guide 

The step-by-step guide to write news story is given below: 

- Organization (The inverted pyramid) 

News writing is profoundly different from regular storytelling where the ultimate 

mystery is resolved at the end. This is to retain readers’ attention til the very end. 

However, when working on a news-story, it is crucial to start with the most vital 

information and then narrow down to mundane ones. This information structure 

makes the news-story look like an inverted pyramid with the broader base 

representing the most newsworthy information. The use of inverted pyramid is a 

common practice in newspaper composition rooms as well for cutting down longer 

stories without missing out crucial information. 

- Lead  

It is very important to start the article with the most interesting and compelling 

information. Therefore, lead tends to be the important decisions made or facts 

collected regarding any topic or decision. Similarly, important dates, or events are 

also mentioned in the very beginning to make sure vital information is not missed 

out later on. 

- Fact and Attribution  

An important characteristic of newswriting is that it only presents facts and if any 

opinion is mentioned, it is also attributed to the relevant source. This element is 

https://aaft.com/blog/mass-communication/how-to-write-a-feature-article/
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necessary to ensure credibility in journalistic articles so readers are sure of the 

content they are reading being factual and transparent. 

- Identification  

References need to be written properly where either both initials or persons full 

first name should be stated. This is done so the readers can identify the person and 

know how he or she is relevant to the article.  

- Short Paragraphs  

Paragraphs need to be crisp, precise and short for a sturdier appearance.  

- Person  

News writing is primarily done in third person, however, if first- or second-person 

language is absolutely necessary to use, it must be done so in proper manner with 

smooth transitions, so readers are aware. 

- Headlines  

Headlines need to be short and catchy. It is important the information is derived 

from the content of the body and new information must be not added as headline. 

In addition, headlines are in present tense and not in past. Headlines need to be 

consistent and no articles (a, the, an) should be used.  
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Below is a given example of a news story: 
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 NEWS STORY SPECIFIC VOCABULARY 

This section provides a list of terminologies related news writing. These 

terminologies are relevant for understanding key principles of news story writing. 

 

 

Figure 18: Vocabulary List for News Story Writing 
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 EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT  

In this section, I provide post-lesson classroom activities, which are necessary for 

knowledge acquisition on this topic. Activity 01 will be writing headline and lead 

for news story.  

Activity 01: News Story Writing  

Students will be divided in groups and will then be given an event of which they 

will have to create a news story. This assessment will show their understanding of 

the topic, creativity, audience engagement.  

 Evaluation criterion will be based on: lead and structure, angle and relevance, 

content.  

 

Figure 19: Assessment Rubric for News Story Writing 
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UNIT 02 SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT 

 

The summative assessment evaluates students’ understanding of the key 

topics in Unit 02: News Article Writing, Feature Story Writing, News Story 

Writing. The Table below provides detailed summative assessment on UNIT 

02. 

 

 

Figure 20: Summative Assessment of Newswriting 
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CHAPTER TWO 

UNDERSTANDING NEWSPAPER: CORE 

PRINCIPLES AND TYPES 

 

 

This chapter introduces students to the foundational concepts of newspaper, outlining its 

epistemology, history, key elements, and theoretical frameworks. It delves into the potential 

significance of newspapers in media studies, while highlighting its role in shaping public trust 

and democratic values. The chapter further explore diverse types of newspaper such as print and 

online.  This chapter puts emphasis on teaching students the core forms and functions of 

newspaper. Students will understand and practice the role of newspaper as a profession as well as 

a vital institution for the empowerment of society.   
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UNIT 03 

PARTS OF NEWS PAPER 

 

 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to apply newspaper-

writing techniques to compose newspapers by following the key 

elements when selecting and shaping events. To meet the end goal, 

the core objectives are as follows: 

- Identify and understand the core principles of newspaper 

writing by figuring out major components of a newspaper. 

- Understand how newspaper helps in building public opinion, 

sharing credible information and utilizing the right to 

freedom of expression. 

- Analyse newspaper types by defining how layout, style and 

depth of coverage are structured.  

- Learn different types of newspaper such as tabloid, 

broadsheet, online editions and community papers.  
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3.1. UNDERSTANDING NEWSPAPER 

 

 

 

 TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teaching and learning newspaper writing requires sufficient understanding of 

conceptual frameworks of newspaper structure and format. Following a Direct 

Instruction Method, the instructor will introduce core ideas through a prepared 

lecture. Through Collaborative Learning, students will work in groups to produce 

short news report. Followed by explicit vocabulary, the instructor will introduce a 

curated list of topic-specific vocabulary, which will reinforce understanding and 

assist students in retaining vocabulary related to newspaper writing.  
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 WARM-UP 

- Engage students in understanding the need of newspaper. 

- Prompt students to reflect on the components of newspaper. 

 

 LEARNING OUTCOMES 

- Students will be able to evaluate newspapers critically. 

- Students will be fully aware of types of newspapers and their functions. 

- Students will be able to examine real-world scenarios of newspaper 

structuration and formatting.  

 

 SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 

- Printed Lecture Handouts; 

- Educational Video: https://youtu.be/ijl70Zj4pQ4?si=cR7ARffZ7YR0bAkO    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/ijl70Zj4pQ4?si=cR7ARffZ7YR0bAkO
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 LECTURE 

Newspapers are considered to be a historical and influential means of mass 

communication. Since the inception of television, internet, and social media, the 

role of newspaper has been modified. Nevertheless, they remain a cornerstone of 

journalism and public life. 

Definition of a Newspaper 

A newspaper is a published printed or digital document on a regular basis. It 

typically contains news, information, opinions, advertisements, and features which 

are shared publically with the general public. 

Key characteristics of a newspaper 

 Newspapers can be published daily, weekly, or at regular intervals. 

 Newspapers  comprise of different sections of news types (national, 

international, business, sports, entertainment, editorials, classifieds). 

 Newspapers  can take the form of either in print or online editions. 

 Newspapers play the role of both a source of information and a platform for 

public debate. 

Functions of a Newspaper 

- Informative Function 

A newspaper plays an instrumental role in providing the public with all sorts of 

relevant information about the local, national, and international events. 

Additionally, it enables readers stay aware about the ongoing politics, economy, 

science, health, culture, and everyday life. 
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- Educational Function 

Newspapers help in building knowledge by providing analysis, sharing background 

stories, and inculcating expert opinions. The also allow readers grasp ongoing 

complex issues such as climate change, elections, or global conflicts. 

- Interpretative Function 

Other than reporting facts, newspapers help in interpreting ongoing events by 

sharing with the audience the context of the event. For instance, opinion pieces and 

editorials can help readers in forming judgments. 

- Platform for Public Opinion 

Newspapers provide a platform for people to share their views through letters to 

the editor, which is typically seen in the guest columns and commentaries sections. 

This solidifies democratic participation. 

- Watchdog Function 

Newspapers are generally act as watchdog over those in power. They help in 

exposing corruption, forms of injustices, or any means of authorial abuse.  

- Entertainment Function 

Newspapers can be an interesting means of entertainment. They typically include 

comics, puzzles, horoscopes, lifestyle columns, and human-interest stories. The 

purpose of these sections is to allow readers relax and enjoy light content. 
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- Advertising and Commercial Function 

Newspapers also provide means of advertisements, usually in the form of 

commercial advertisements, job postings, real estate offers, and product 

promotions. They also generate revenue for newspapers and acts as useful source 

of information for readers. 

- Social and Cultural Function 

Newspapers help in building cultural identity; they highlighting art, literature, 

sports, and traditions. Most importantly, they help in promoting awareness around 

social issues and campaigns (e.g., health drives, literacy programs). 

- Record-Keeping Function 

Newspapers preserve a record of daily life. This helps future generations get access 

to the archive and previous records as well. Additionally, researchers and 

historians often rely on newspapers to study the past. 
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 NEWSPAPER SPECIFIC VOCABULARY 
 

In this section, I provide a list of primary terminologies related to newspaper 

writing. These terminologies are relevant for building schema on components of 

newspaper. Students are expected to have memorized the key terms and their 

definitions. They are also expected to utilize them in post-lesson classroom 

activities. 

 

Figure 21: Vocabulary List for Newspaper Types 
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 EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT 

In this section, I provide post-lesson classroom activities, which are instrumental in 

retaining information and knowledge on the current topic. Activity 01 serves as a 

formative assessment as it allows the instructor to examine student’s understanding 

of newspaper writing. This activity will allow the instructor to get feedback before 

any summative evaluation.  

Activity 01: Newspaper Creation 

This is a collaborative visual activity in which students will be asked to create a 

newspaper by joining all components together. This is an engaging activity in 

which students can combine multiple images to compare and contrast different 

types of newspapers. 

Evaluation criterion will be based on: Conceptual understanding –

newsworthiness and relevance – language and style.  

 

Figure 22: Assessment Rubric for Newspaper Writing 
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3.2. TYPES OF NEWSPAPER 

 

 

 

 TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teaching and learning types of newspaper requires sufficient understanding of 

conceptual frameworks of newspaper’s functional role in society. Following a 

Direct Instruction Method, the instructor will introduce core ideas through a 

prepared lecture. Through Visual Classification Activity, students will work in 

groups to classify sections of newspaper according to the types. Followed by 

explicit vocabulary, the instructor will introduce a curated list of topic-specific 
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vocabulary which will reinforce understanding and assist students in retaining 

vocabulary related to newspaper types.  

 

 WARM-UP 

- Engage students in understanding types of newspaper. 

- Prompt students to reflect on the components of newspaper. 

 

 LEARNING OUTCOMES 

- Students will be able to differentiate between types of newspapers. 

- Students will be fully aware of types of newspapers and their functions. 

- Students will be able to examine real-world scenarios of newspaper types 

and their functions.  

 

 SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 

- Printed Lecture Handouts; 

- Educational Video:  

https://youtu.be/gy1QEWmlR4A?si=81OH2BlSdyiB5Cl8  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/gy1QEWmlR4A?si=81OH2BlSdyiB5Cl8
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 LECTURE 

Newspapers are of different types— they vary in size, style, content, and 

audience. By studying their types, students will better understand how newspaper 

adapts to the needs of society. 

Types of Newspapers 

- Based on Format/Size 

1. Broadsheet 

o Typically in a large-sized newspapers (approx. 22 × 28 inches). 

o Broadsheets are meant for serious journalism, in-depth reporting. 

o They centre on politics, economics, and world news. 

o Examples: The New York Times, The Guardian. 

o The targeted audience is: Educators, policymakers and professionals. 

2. Tabloid 

o Typically in a smaller-sized newspapers (approx. 11 × 17 inches). 

o Tabloids are made for entertainment purposes; they include 

celebrities, human-interest stories, and sometimes-sensational news. 

o Examples: The Sun, New York Post. 

o The targeted audience is mass readers seeking light or quick news. 

- Based on Frequency of Publication 

1. Daily Newspapers 
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o These are published every day (morning or evening editions). 

o The focus on breaking news, current affairs, and immediate updates. 

o Examples: The Times, El Watan. 

2. Weekly Newspapers 

o These are published once a week. 

o They provide summaries of major events, analysis, and community 

news. 

o They are typically used in rural or local areas. 

3. Biweekly / Monthly Newspapers 

o These are less frequent; they are often thematic or specialized. 

o Their focus is on culture, education, or industry-specific news. 

- Based on Geographic Coverage 

1. National Newspapers 

o They share events of national importance. 

o Distributed across the whole country. 

o Example: USA Today, Le Monde. 

2. Regional Newspapers 

o They cover specific regions or provinces. 

o They typically report local politics, business, and community issues. 

3. Local Newspapers 

o They centre on small towns or cities. 

o Include community events, school news, local crime reports, and 

classified ads. 
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-  Based on Content Focus 

1. General Interest Newspapers 

o They share a wide range of topics: politics, economy, sports, 

entertainment, and culture. 

o Example: The Washington Post. 

2. Specialized Newspapers 

o They centre on one field such as business, sports, science, or trade. 

o Example: The Wall Street Journal (business). 

-  Based on Ownership & Language 

1. Public Newspapers 

o They are run by government bodies; focus on official news and 

policies. 

o Example: China Daily. 

2. Private/Independent Newspapers 

o They are owned by media companies or individuals. 

o Often have more freedom in editorial policy. 

3. Community or Ethnic Newspapers 

o Serve specific linguistic, cultural, or ethnic communities. 

o Example: El Diario (Spanish-language newspaper in the U.S.). 

 Functions of Each Type 

 Broadsheet → Analytical, educative, policy-oriented. 

 Tabloid → Entertaining, sensational, visually engaging. 

 Daily → Immediate updates, breaking news. 

 Weekly → Summaries, community focus. 
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 Local → Connects citizens to their direct environment. 

 Specialized → Depth in one subject area. 

 

 

 TYPES OF NEWSPAPER SPECIFIC VOCABULARY 

In this section, I provide a list of primary terminologies related to types of 

newspaper. These terminologies are relevant for building schema on components 

of newspaper. Students are expected to have memorized the key terms and their 

definitions. They are also expected to utilize them in post-lesson classroom 

activities. 
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Figure 23: Vocabulary List for Types of Newspaper 
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 EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT 

In this section, I provide post-lesson classroom activities, which are instrumental in 

retaining information and knowledge on the current topic. Activity 01 serves as a 

formative assessment as it allows the instructor to examine student’s understanding 

of types of newspaper. This activity will allow the instructor to get feedback before 

any summative evaluation.  

Activity 01: Comparative Media Analysis 

This is a collaborative activity in which students will be asked to examine samples 

of newspapers and compare their layout, tone and style.  This is an engaging 

activity in which students will enhance analytical skills and media literacy. 

Evaluation criterion will be based on: Conceptual understanding –critical 

thinking – language and style.  

 

Figure 24: Assessment Rubric for Types of Newspaper 
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3.3. ONLINE NEWSPAPER 

 

 

 

 TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teaching and learning types of newspaper requires sufficient understanding of 

conceptual frameworks of newspaper’s functional role in society. Following a 

Direct Instruction Method, the instructor will introduce core ideas through a 

prepared lecture. Through Hands-on Exploration, students will explore real online 

newspaper to figure out structure and main components of online newspaper. 

Followed by explicit vocabulary, the instructor will introduce a curated list of 

topic-specific vocabulary which will reinforce understanding and assist students in 

retaining vocabulary related to online newspaper.  
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 WARM-UP 

- Engage students in discussion and ask how often they follow news online. 

- Prompt students to share their personal experiences with online news 

encounter. 

 

 LEARNING OUTCOMES 

- Students will be able to differentiate between online and print newspapers. 

- Students will be able to identify key features of online newspaper.  

- Students will be able to critically evaluate advantages and challenges of 

online newspaper.  

 

 SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 

- Printed Lecture Handouts; 

- Educational Video: 

https://youtu.be/216WIgeXdeY?si=l3694wkpE_AqQfLF  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/216WIgeXdeY?si=l3694wkpE_AqQfLF
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 LECTURE 

Since the inception of digital technology, journalism has seen a revolutionary 

change. One of the most profound changes is the beginning of online newspaper. 

Online newspapers are web-based platforms that provide instant news globally and 

interactively. They cannot be identified as mere "digital copies" of print editions. 

Instead, they represent a new paradigm in journalism. This paradigm juxtaposes 

immediacy and interactivity with multimedia and personalization. 

Definition of Online Newspaper 

- Online newspaper is a typical digital publication of news which shares 

information via digital means and is readily accessible via the internet. It can 

either be a web version of traditional newspaper or an independent digital-

only news outlet. 

Characteristics of Online Newspapers 

 Immediacy: it means that the news is updated in real time, which allows 

audiences receive information instantly. 

 Accessibility: it means that audience can access content globally, 24/7, via 

multiple devices (computers, smartphones, tablets). 

 Interactivity: It means that the audience can have instant interaction 

virtually through comments, polls, and social media integration. 

 Multimedia Integration: It means that it integrates photos, videos, 

infographics, and hyperlinks to make content more engaging. 
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 Customization: Audience can personalize their news feed via algorithms 

and subscriptions.  

 Cost Efficiency: These online newspapers are generally free of cost or are 

cheaper than print editions, supported by advertising or subscription models. 

Types of Online Newspapers 

1. Digital Versions of Traditional Newspapers 

o Example: The New York Times Online, The Guardian Online. 

o These are often a replica of the print editions but also cover additional 

features such as archives, video content, and live updates. 

2. Digital-Only News Platforms 

o Example: HuffPost, BuzzFeed News, Politico. 

o They have never existed in print form. They thrive on digital 

interactivity, SEO, and social media sharing. 

3. Aggregators & Citizen Journalism Platforms 

o Example: Google News, Medium. 

o These typically compile content from different sources or may also 

allow citizen contributions, which help in creating more democratized 

forms of journalism. 

Functions of Online Newspapers 

 Information Dissemination: The delivery of breaking news swifter than 

any other medium. 

 Agenda Setting: Allows issues to be perceived as important. 

 Public Engagement: This allows for engendering debates and discourse 

through interactive features. 
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 Watchdog Role: This helps in investigating journalism and expose any 

means of corruption or malpractice swiftly. 

 Archival Function: Digital archives provide easy access to past issues and 

stories. 

Advantages of Online Newspapers 

 It provides instant updates on events and breaking news. 

 It has a potential global reach with minimal distribution costs. 

 It is typically characterized by rich, multimedia-enhanced storytelling. 

 It is an eco-friendly means of coverage as compared to paper-based formats. 

 It carries a broader potential for reader engagement through interactive tools. 

Challenges of Online Newspapers 

 Credibility and Fake News: The speediness of digital coverage of events 

often risks misinformation and non-credibility.  

 Economic Sustainability: Monetization strategies online can become 

challenging with new means of algorithms.  

 Information Overload: The availability of excessive online content can 

overwhelm audiences. 

 Ethical Issues: Clickbait headlines can be dangerous and data privacy 

concerns may complicate journalism ethics. 

The Future of Online Newspapers 

 The instrumental role of AI-driven personalization of news feeds can help 

with information overload. 
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 Increased use of immersive technologies such as VR and AR for 

storytelling can lead to more interactive engagements. 

 The growth of fact-checking tools and AI moderators to double-check 

news can help with misinformation. 

 There is a growing emphasis on mobile-first journalism, as smartphones 

seem to have dominated news consumption.  

 ONLINE NEWSPAPER SPECIFIC VOCABULARY 

This section provides a list of terminologies related to online newspaper. These 

terminologies are relevant for understanding the future of digital journalism. 

 

Figure 25: Vocabulary List for Online Newspaper 
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 EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT 

In this section, I provide post-lesson classroom activities, which are instrumental in 

retaining information and knowledge on the current topic. Activity 01 serves as a 

formative assessment as it allows the instructor to examine student’s understanding 

of online newspaper. This activity will allow the instructor to get feedback before 

any summative evaluation.  

Activity 01: Online Newspaper Analysis and Presentation 

This is a collaborative activity in which students will be asked to select one local or 

international online newspaper. Then they will be asked to examine key elements 

including headline, multimedia content and hyperlinks.  

Evaluation criterion will be based on: Conceptual understanding –critical 

thinking and comparison – use of vocabulary.  

 

Figure 26: Assessment Rubric for Online Newspaper 
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UNIT 03 SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT 

The summative assessment evaluates students’ understanding of the key 

topics in Unit 03: Understanding Newspaper, Types of Newspaper, Online 

Newspaper. The Table below provides detailed summative assessment on 

UNIT 03. 

 

Figure 27: Summative Assessment for Unit 03 
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