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Introduction

The course Introduction to Political Science is a basic subject for students
of political science. It helps students understand political ideas and systems, and
learn key concepts in the field.

This course 1s taught over two semesters. The first semester covers topics
such as: what is political science, its relation to other sciences, its main topics,
and research methods. The second semester covers more ideas such as: the
political system, official and unofficial actors, political parties, pressure groups,
public opinion, civil society, political participation, elections, and international
relations.

This course handout explains the first semester topics in a simple and
clear way. It starts with the meaning of politics and political science. Then, it
explains how the concept of political science changed over time. Next, it shows
how political science is connected to other subjects like history, economics, law,
and geography. It also explains research methods in political science.

Other topics include: fields and branches of political science, the state and
its roles, Political authority, The concept of power , and the meaning of power in
international relations.

The main goals of this course handout are:

o To help students understand the basic ideas of political science.

o To learn about the main actors in the political system.

« To know the difference between key political terms.

o To understand how research in political science works.

o To build analytical skills to study political issues.

o To prepare students for deeper study in political science as an
independent. field of knowledge interconnected with the social sciences.
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