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Abstract

This study seeks to investigate the latent meanings within the discourse of
the Syrian political opposition as conveyed through caricatures during a period
marked by a key revolutionary and political event. This event produced an
unparalleled discourse, inciting disagreement regarding its origins and
influence methods, and drawing the attention of cartoonists who articulated it
through iconic, pictorial, and linguistic themes that communicate implicit
meanings to the audience.

This study analyses the implicit representations of the Syrian political
opposition's discourse as depicted in a selection of political caricatures
published on the Orient Net website. A semiological analysis network,
informed by the contributions of Roland Barthes, Martin Joly, and Laurent
Gervereau, was employed to examine these 23 caricatures and to deconstruct
their latent implications.

The study found several key points: the cartoons showed changes in how
the Syrian opposition talked about politics, starting with how they portrayed
the revolution, then explaining the struggles in negotiations with the Syrian
regime and the compromises made, and finally showing a change in their
political message that made them less willing to participate in elections
approved by the regime.

The analysed caricaures utilized several rhetorical approaches, including
allegory, simile, intertextuality, metaphor, metonymy, implication, and
exaggeration, while the artists deployed a range of semiological resources to
convey their meanings. Visual components, including slogans, attire, and
colours imbued with ideological significance, collaboratively streamlined the
semiotics of political visual communication. They functioned as a
communicative semantic reference, accompanied by linguistic messages, to
articulate the ideologies of the Syrian political opposition and to construct
representations of betrayal and submission, implicitly critiquing the political
corruption and opportunism of the opposition, its endeavours to legitimize
political authority, and its allegiance to external entities.

A large artistic area was set aside to highlight the splits and internal conflicts
within the political opposition, its attempts to have discussions and
negotiations, and its speeches that criticized its own strategies and mocked the
compromises made with the political authority. This resulted in unfavourable
portrayals of the Syrian political opposition and its rhetoric in the examined
caricatures.

Key words: Representations, discourse, political opposition, caricature,
semiology.
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g1 Gmny (3lati Lad o(-Apload) gealnlly LG ¢ LAY Sle) Jiluss Blaia
(ool il chanland) L) (pblsall ae cleliall) Al oLoaill
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050 doma 4l SadY) Y e g Gl ade il Jolay 49 tleelas g
calhall 138 () sacael 4iia e
Lisaliaa s Dilugs Wlaaly Ung s Ladamiy YIS wlud) oladll celly e sle
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- omliad) Jadl) 56 g g LEYL s

Gl Caagy Y ¢ e LY amylay ansy o) Qladd) 3 1) cluhall Ja el
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.(Valerevna & Rakhmatovna, 2022, P89) wlaill & g sa

121



) ilbadl) B A0 cland)iul —4

Wadiny Al bl clal il GaliSind ) il iUadll agd A glae Lagis
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Sleyl aste ABEl cluhall A daudll il de p L) ale il
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Sl an s cnbind) Qladll 331 8 Lo st clpaY) ST e 8yl e
s o ayaall I8 A sale s axd 53l jsey oo yle Lena Kulo
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Al e ein sl sl Al GlaY) Slee agd il
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bind ol e Al Cajay o WU Alad 3ol el gb ApUadl) 08 (e D Y
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sl s s Liad Hpea U e Jaad (A ChaaY) G elld ¢ Sine ulpd
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i san ailadl) Jeas lial) 2liaY dpulud) clildadd) 8 LS axdius Le )i
aie 3 ) 2L Lhay ) Newmark ¢lle s ¢aalll ads Lo sas Akl
a5 138 an ¢ aladly (s lsla BUSH 51 LS CudlSY) I 6 abal
o Lo S0 Al @ld gan lgdeay Ao jualiall sz e Rawson g
Jalaily Gl ey ¥ g sanse IS s J oAbl LLSH L cadlgl) 8 agle
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-

o dadlg ) asag (algdl e oLy (Chilton (sl 1 s s 3,00 g3 a8 el i)
(Abrahamyan, .¢ Lall fghlall 3S)hally Qladll je leali) oy Al el JSUa

2020, P68)
speech acts <! Jléi 4-1-4

O oel @) John Austin ¢yl (s Gyl (e DUSH Jladl 2k Cilaniind 3
aseie sy JOhN Searle Gy (s sduali ol Lo ¢ Lialgi Jaas JSI bl JI8Y)
8 il il J8 ) ccuund Gianiall JId dun e Y L€ S Jladl
Slo @shiiy byl e Slsall caall Gl e Liad Callis LSy uee Bl
Adalg 4y 4 GlSslaly Lol das Jadi o8 cdilide Callgny GlSola
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