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Abstract:

This study aims to observe and analyze the reality of
political reform in the Arab world after the events of
2011 by employing a comparative approach between
the Algerian and Egyptian experiences. It starts from
the problematic relationship between thought and
political action. A common pattern that dominates
the Arab scene is that which leans towards direct
political action, while some ideas are limited to
social or educational fields. Consequently, we
observe the criteria for distinguishing between the
pioneers of reform and renewal, as well as between
various movements and intellectual currents,
creating an artificial political polarization between
what is political and what is non-political.

This raises the issue of the nature of the relationship
between the different dimensions of reform. Most
importantly, it questions how the energy of the
intellectual project can transform into a force for
civilizational change, not just political change. This
potential remains largely absent in the overall efforts
for Arab reform over the past two centuries.
Furthermore, how to convert thought into a project
and translate vision into an executable operational
program represents a significant aspect that many
reform processes in the Arab world lack, keeping
them confined to aspirations and hopes.
Additionally, defining the policies that lead to
political reform objectives—i.e., reform methods
and the avenues toward them in contemporary Arab
political discourse—poses another challenge. This
exploration intentionally avoids delving into issues
related to reform, such as the nature of the state, the
relationship between religion and the state, and the
limits of applying religion.

The study concludes that the success of the political
system in the reform process is primarily linked to
natural societal accumulation and the factors leading
to the reform process itself. The more the reform
process results from an organic convergence
between societal needs and the public policies
pursued by the political authority, the more the
foundations for the success of the reform process
will be established, enhancing its sustainability and
repetition until the diverse and multiple needs of
society are met. Conversely, reform efforts tied to
external pressures or critical periods faced by the
political system are more likely to lose their
foundational elements and fade away, and often lead
to increased internal tension and political stalemate,
resulting in chaos and violence.

Thus, the explanation for the success of any political
system in the reform process, compared to the
failures of other political systems that pursued the
same steps and phases, does not necessarily yield the
same results. It is fundamentally linked to structural
components that result from the accumulation of
experiences and stages of state and societal growth,
shaped by their unique cultural, economic, and
political contexts.

Keywords: Political reform, Arab world, 2011
events, Algeria, Egypt.
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