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Abstract :

The economic transformations that affected Algerian society—and their
accompanying social and cultural changes—have had a clear impact on consumption patterns.
This prompted the need to investigate the direct causes behind this shift, and whether
advertising, particularly television advertising, plays a direct role in shaping consumer
choices. While these choices may respond to emerging needs, the origins of these needs
within the Algerian consumer are still unclear.

Given that audience studies must be continuous in order to regularly collect updated
data, this study aims to explore the phenomena of television advertising and consumption in
Algeria, and how the audience interacts with both. The focus is not on the effect of
advertising per se, but rather on the reception of advertising messages by the audience, and to
identify the actual role that television ads play in Algerian consumer behavior—whether they
truly influence purchasing decisions or merely serve as a source of product information. The
study also questions whether TV advertising creates new needs in light of ongoing societal
changes in Algeria.

Reception studies emphasize following the media message from its creation to its
reception by the audience. Hall’s Encoding/Decoding model is one of the foundational
frameworks in reception theory. It demonstrates how audiences interpret the symbolic content
embedded in media messages. To understand reception, one must analyze both the encoding
(production) and decoding (interpretation) processes. Thus, this study adopts semiological
analysis to deconstruct television advertising messages, using various cinematic and
rhetorical analysis approaches to better understand the encoding process. A survey method
was also used to monitor how audiences receive these ads, helping to reveal the actual role of
advertising in shaping consumption patterns.

The results indicate that consumption logic remains largely tied to personal
experience, social recommendation, or practical utility of the product. Hence, advertising
is seen as an influential but not decisive factor, operating more at the level of desire and
image rather than directly shaping consumer behavior. However, some respondents showed a
willingness to engage with advertising as a symbolic medium, transmitting lifestyles, social
values, or conceptions of identity and belonging. This reflects a gradual shift in awareness
among certain segments regarding the deeper communicative function of advertising.

In Algeria, advertising still faces a conscious, pragmatic consumer, one more
inclined to link purchasing decisions with actual need. According to the study, advertising has
not yet succeeded in imposing a consumption model based purely on symbolic appeal or
brand loyalty. Perhaps the most notable finding is that, despite Algeria's geographic and



demographic diversity, the audience shows a relatively homogeneous reception pattern and
shares a critical stance toward advertising.

This is despite the semiological analysis showing that most ad spots—whether foreign
or Algerian—used persuasive rhetoric, strong ideas, and attention-grabbing strategies from
the very first frame.

Key words :Advertising ; consumer Behavior, Algerian society.
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