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Abstract
This semiological analytical study of six plays aims to extract
the symbolic dimensions embedded within the theatrical
performances under investigation, following Anne Ubersfeld's
approach, which 1s based on three structural levels of the
theatrical sign: the inferential level, the narrative level, and the

semantic level. The theatrical sign is dissected as the smallest unit
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of meaning in the performance—much like a word that only

gains significance within a sentence, While we relied on the
technical analysis of photographs as a level of inference and
extracted elements of scenography such as decor, lighting,
clothing, accessories, and space, music, musical eftects, masks, and
makeup, and the interpretations they convey. We combined
these three levels to complete our understanding of the sign
according to its specificity in theatre as a semiotic whole. We
concluded that contemporary Algerian theatre 1s based on
appropriation and adopts Brecht's epic approach. The
scenography of the plays studied was divided between functional
and symbolic; the play ‘Al-Aita’ is philosophical and symbolic,
evocative and poetic, like the play ‘A Bus is Running’ polyphonic
‘Al-Tayha’ and "Assuming What Actually Happened
‘,biomechanical like the play ’Assuming What Actually
Happened". We started with the central research question: What
are the symbolic dimensions present in the scenography of
contemporary Algerian theatre in selected works by directors
Ziani Cherif Ayad, Aziz Degmouji, and Lotfi Ben Sebaa? We
intentionally selected the following plays: El-Aita, A Moving Bus,
The Ideas Disappeared, The World of Flies, The Fall, and
Suppose What Really Happened. We conducted a technical
breakdown of these plays, focusing on scenographic elements in

each performance using photographic stills—addressing the
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inferential aspect in terms of form. The scenography of the plays

studied was divided between functional and symbolic; the play
‘Al-Aita’ 1s philosophical and symbolic, evocative and poetic, like
the play ‘A Bus is Running’; polyphonic, like ‘Al-Tayha’ and
‘Assuming What Actually Happened’; and biomechanical, like
the play ‘Assuming What Actually Happened’. As for content, we
assigned semantic meanings to each element, and when an
inferential form was absent, we moved to the narrative dimension
of the scene. From there, we extracted the symbolic dimensions
present in each performance: character dimension, aesthetic
dimension, social dimension, political dimension, economic
dimension, and philosophical dimension.

Keywords: Symbolic dimensions, theatrical scenography,

contemporary Algerian theatre.
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