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Study summary

Algerian Youth's Engagement with Digital Identity Levels: An Exploratory
Study on a Youth Sample, This doctoral dissertation explores how Algerian
youth engage with digital identity in the context of rapid developments in the
digital sphere, especially the increasing reliance on social media and online
platforms as extensions of social and personal existence. The central research
problem addressed is: To what extent does the digital media usage among
Algerian youth shape or modify their levels of digital identity?

The study aims to understand the mechanisms through which digital identity is
formed, identify the influencing factors, and assess youth awareness regarding
the risks and challenges associated with this evolving identity model. A
guantitative approach was adopted, using a structured questionnaire distributed
to a broad sample of young people across various Algerian provinces, aged
between 18 and 30, all of whom are active digital users.

Findings indicate that digital identity among Algerian youth is fluid and
multifaceted, influenced by content engagement, interaction patterns, social and
cultural affiliations, and levels of digital literacy. Many youth were found to
adopt digital identities that differ from their real-life selves, motivated by self-
expression, social acceptance, or the desire to escape societal constraints.

The study also highlighted a disparity in awareness levels: while some
participants demonstrated a deep understanding of the importance of
maintaining a coherent and secure digital identity, others showed limited
awareness of the implications of their online behavior. Educational and cultural
factors played a significant role in shaping this awareness, alongside individual
experiences in the digital space.

In conclusion, the dissertation argues that digital identity is no longer a mere
extension of traditional identity, but a dynamic field where the self is
reconfigured within a virtual, open, and pluralistic space. The study
recommends developing targeted awareness programs for youth on digital
identity, integrating digital literacy into educational institutions, and conducting
further qualitative research to explore the emotional and subjective dimensions
of youth digital experiences.

Keywords

Algerian youth; Digital identity; Social media network; Digital interaction; Internet

usage.
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